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Follow-up Statement of Native Children's Survival to the 2007 Joint Statement of Native 

Children's Survival, American Indian Law Alliance, Buffalo River Dene Nation, 
Indigenous World Association, Hawaiian Institute For Human Rights 

Agenda item 7: Future work of the Permanent Forum including emerging issues. 

Greetings Madam Chair, inembers of the Permanent Forum, our indigenous brothers and sisters, 

and to all in attendance here today. I wish to respectfully follow-up on the remarks and 

recommendations made during the Sixth and Seventh Sessions of the Permanent Forum with 

regard to specific private sector issues. Those recommendations were: 

1. That the Permanent Forum restrain NGOs using their ECOSOC status with the PFII from 

providing Corporations access to Indigenous Peoples, Nations and Organizations for the 

financial exploitation of Indigenous culture, philosophy, creativity, resources, intellectual 

property, images, names and likeness; or to provide this forum as a vehicle for corporations 

or NGO's to promote themselves for bottom line profits at the expense of Indigenous 

Peoples. •;• . - „••-•..'.••; • : -

2. That the PFII in conjunction with the OHCHR, WIPO, the Special rapporteur on human 

rights and fundamental fireedoms of indigenous peoples develop guidelines regarding 

corporations' and NGOs activities with indigenous peoples that contain provisions 

recognizing indigenous peoples' right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent, intellectual 

property rights, traditional knowledge, collective rights over their lands and natural 

resources. These guidelines should also contain provisions dealing with access to benefit 

sharing and impact assessment measures. 

Madam Chair, we would like to know if there have been guidelines developed regarding 

corporations' and NGOs activities with Indigenous Peoples with the provisions noted in these 

recommendations. We continue to be concerned that corporations and NGOs will persist in 

promoting themselves and their programs as examples of "best practices" and "good examples," 

especially in regard to global warming, climate change, and solutions to the world's economic 

crises. • • • . ' . - . : „ 



There are examples of "best practices" presented globally by intemational agencies, and 

transnational corporations that are not transparent and not adequately monitored nor checked for 

their cultural, spiritual, and environmental impact on Indigenous Peoples, and Indigenous Peoples' 

homelands, territories, and naturals resources. Indigenous Peoples are the first to be impacted by 

the effects of climate change and false solutions. In this moment of crisis, the environmental 

movement is being used and high jacked for bottom line profits at the expense of Indigenous 

Peoples' culture, lands, territories, and resources. We recommend that these past two 

recommendations be revisited by the Permanent Forum's eighth session. 

Madam Chair, Indigenous Peoples are the caretakers of the Earth and understand natural law and 

life in balance. It is this wisdom that plays a crucial role in the survival of Mother Earth. If 

programs are implemented without Free, Prior and Informed Consent, this would continue the 

exploitation of our natural resources, culture, philosophy, creativity, intellectual property, 

traditional knowledge, images, names and likeness in the name of "best practices" and "good 

examples." 

Therefore, Madam Chair, we would like to reiterate the recommendations made during the Sixth 

and Seventh Sessions of the Permanent Forum On Indigenous Issues and make one fiirther 

recommendation. : 

3. We would like to recommend that the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues seriously 

consider President Evo Morales' initiative to fully recognize and implement the rights of 

, nature and all of our relations. By doing this, we can shift the paradigm of how human 

beings perceive themselves and their relationship with the natural world and begin to 

: address the serious consequences of climate change and its effects on all creation; for all 

life is sacred. 

Thank you Madam Chair 

Robby Romero 


