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Thank you Mr. Chairman. Oil drilling and related activities fragment the 
landscape of Indigenous Peoples, leading to increased symptoms of neo-
colonization, development, and deforestation. It also pollutes Indigenous 
Peoples land and water causing irreparable damage to fragile ecosystems, from 
which our cultures and spirituality are derived. 

Mr Chairman we begin with our recommendations to the Permanent Forum: 

gtvelopment have sever environmental and health effects on 
peoples and communities, the Permanent Forum on 

j$ie WHO, and the UN Environmental Programme 
' ' эг appropriate UN agencies, programmes and funds, to 

Indigenous Peoples and environmental health of which 
a rè^p^ snail be Compiled. The seminar will allow Indigenous peoples and UN 
agencies and programmes, specialized agencies, and experts on environmental 
health and Indigenous traditional knowledge holders to have dialogue and 
identify, prioritize issues and develop strategies towards addressing 
environmental health concerns effecting Indigenous Peoples and particularly 
Indigenous children and women. 

a) This seminar should devote particular attention to issues of Indigenous 
peoples environmental health in the context of sustainable development, 
and with a worldwide commitment to local, and international steps to 
specifically recognize the special susceptibilities of Indigenous peoples. 
The seminar should study issues such as the effects of cumulative 
impacts, multiple chemical sensitivity, disparities in health care delivery 
systems, higher environmental and health risks due to land and water-
based and subsistence cultures, environmental health effects from 
unsustainable Oil and gas development activities and evaluate the need 
for ecosystem, natural resource, agricultural and traditional food 
contaminant studies. The Seminar should have the goal of developing 
mechanisms that would provide protection from harmful environmental 
conditions and exposures, especially children and women 

b) The seminar should further study culturally appropriate initiatives with a 
report that would provide models for developing standardized systems and 
methods for tracking environmental human exposure and contamination 



and relevant health outcomes in all countries where Indigenous peoples 
live and feel the impacts of Oil development; the seminar would look at 
culturally appropriate environmental health indicators that takes into 
account performance indicators and data reporting to monitor and 
evaluate implementation initiatives; and procedures for providing 
Indigenous peoples with access to such data and a mechanism to identify 
and assess cultural, social and subsistence values to determine 
disproportionate health and ecological impacts to Indigenous 
communities; 

2) We also recommend that the Permanent Forum recognize and implement into 
their work plan as part of their future work, the Indigneous Peoples Kimberty 
Declaration and the Indigneous Peoples Plan of Implementation from the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development. In particular those section related to 
energy, mining and climate. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Global Warming^íriore accurately known as climate change, is the major global 
envvt№íoriM,pâ|^em.Qf our time. Caused by the excessive buildup of'heat 
trapping ^greenhouse" gases in the Earth's atmosphere - in particular carbon 
dioxide émiserons from the burning of oil, gas and coal - climate change 
threatens virtually every segment of the biosphere and human society. Coral 
reefs are bleaching and dying. Small, populated islands are being submerged 
due to sea-level rise, glaciers are receding and chunks of the Arctic Shelf are 
calving off. Another example of the devastation being caused by climate change 
can be seen in the delicate ecosystems of Alaska's North Slope. This is an "ice 
edge" ecosystem, linked to the annual cycle of ice flow. Already disruption to this 
flow is causing noticeable destabilization to the ecosystem and disproportionately 
affecting the communities who depend upon it for their survival. In addition, 
persistent organic pollutants ("POPs") released during the process of oil related 
development in the industrialized world have been found in concentrated 
amounts in the Arctic ecosystem. These toxic compounds affect reproduction 
and accumulate in breast milk, impacting women, children and the unborn in 
Indigenous communities who depend upon their environment for subsistence. 
This is no less than a continuation of genocide for no more than economic gain 
for an elite few. 

It has been scientifically predicted that burning all the oil we are currently 
extracting, let alone exploring for more, will result in more carbon emissions than 
the biosphere can handle. 

Every link in oil production's "Chain of Destruction" generates profound damage 
to local communities and their environment. These communities, often-
Indigenous peoples in tropical countries such as Nigeria and Colombia, are 



subject to seismic explosions and forest clearing during exploration; the 
production of drilling mud's and wastes during extraction and constant oil spills at 
every stage of the process - from drilling, through pipelines to processing. By 
displacing the coste of environmental damage onto the lives and livelihoods of 
local communities and the environment, transnational oil companies make record 
profits. 

Here in North America, Indigenous people and allied activists are fighting to 
protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge of Alaska from destruction by 
proposed oil drilling and development. If this development is approved, the 
disruption to the Porcupine River Caribou herd's migratory pattern will have a 
devastating impact on the Gwich'in people, whose whole way of life, from their 
traditional food security to their oral histories and spiritual belief system, will be 
threatened. All this for what the US Geological Survey predicts will provide the 
United States with about six months of oil at our current rate of consumption. 

The Permanent Forum can play a critical role in all of these struggles. 


