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DECLARATION ^ V k _ fc^^2^W> - c ^ 

We, the participants and representatives of indigenous peoples and organisations, meeting 
in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia in the context of the discussions being conducted by 
States and multilateral bodies on the challenges of climate change, and bearing in mind the 
different contributions that the indigenous organisations have made in the interests of 
coordinating and harmonising a joint position on climate change; 

Whereas the indigenous peoples have always maintained a clearly harmonious relationship 
with Mother Earth, based on our world vision, principles, ancestral knowledge and 
practices of balance and respect for all ways of life and their survival, conferring on our 
peoples a fundamental role in maintaining the ecosystems in which we live; 

Whereas we indigenous peoples are emphatic in stating that those primarily responsible for 
climate change are the governments and companies of the industrialised world, who are 
encouraging a production and consumption model that is destroying the biodiversity and 
natural resources of our Mother Earth. The effects of climate change are affecting the 
whole of humanity but are particularly and immediately threatening to indigenous peoples 
and local communities, putting our survival as peoples at risk; 

Whereas in the discussions and, above all, in the decision-making that is taking place in the 
different international bodies, particularly the Conference of the Parties (COP) and 
subsidiary bodies of the Climate Change Convention, the full and effective participation of 
indigenous peoples is not being ensured; 

Stating our deep concern that the process of elaborating and implementing mitigation plans 
related to the effects of climate change, promoted unilaterally by governments, such as the 
so-called clean development mechanisms, carbon offsetting, carbon trading for forests, 
biofuels, trade liberalisation and privatisation, among others, is causing greater violations of 
our rights; 

Whereas on the occasion of the seventh session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues we have to present our proposals and recommendations to the States, to the UN 
bodies, to the international financial institutions and to the private sector by means of this 
Forum; 

And bearing in mind the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and calling 
for its full implementation by States, international bodies and society as a whole; 

We do hereby resolve 
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• To recognise the importance of the work undertaken at different meetings and the 
declarations signed by the indigenous peoples in different regions of the world to raise 
the alert to the consequences of climate change on the lives of indigenous peoples and of 
their mitigation mechanisms, in order to raise awareness of and present demands and 
proposals on an issue that is crucial for the survival of indigenous peoples. We 
particularly value the recommendations made in the Qollasuyo Declaration, signed in La 
Paz, Bolivia, and the Conference on Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change, held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

• To request that, in any process of debate and decision related to the phenomenon of 
climate change and mitigation measures and programmes, international human rights 
instruments - and specifically the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples -
should be taken as the overriding legal framework. 

• To demand that States, international bodies and other interested parties fully implement 
articles 10, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32, among others, of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as these are directly related to the issue 
in question. 

• To demand the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in order to 
guarantee that their concerns and proposals are considered by the Conference of the 
Parties (COP) on Climate Change and other subsidiary bodies such as the Subsidiary 
Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) and the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change and, particularly, in the current negotiations on post-Kyoto 
agreements. 

• To demand that the governments of the main fossil fuel consumer countries reduce their 
levels of consumption and comply with the Kyoto Protocol targets to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in their countries of origin. 

• To encourage and strengthen alliances between indigenous peoples, civil society 
organisations, international bodies and States with the aim of promoting indigenous 
proposals and defending the interests and rights of indigenous peoples in global climate 
change processes. 

• To propose that the Permanent Forum coordinate with other bodies, including the Expert 
Mechanism of the Human Rights Council and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples with regard to conducting 
studies and making proposals on the threats that are hanging over indigenous peoples, the 
impact of mitigation policies and programmes and their particular vulnerability to 
climate change. These studies and proposals will need to be undertaken in coordination 
with, and with the full and effective participation of, indigenous peoples, respecting their 
right to free, prior and informed consent. 

• To promote and support the initiatives of indigenous peoples so that they can undertake 
activities that will strengthen the preservation of traditional indigenous knowledge of the 
land, territories, environment and biodiversity, addressing the needs and concerns of the 
peoples in question, and through their own education and research institutions. 
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• To demand that the States recognise the environmental debt owed by the main countries 
responsible for climate change and that they adopt reparation plans and measures aimed 
directly at the indigenous peoples affected. 

• To promote and strengthen networking, including the International Indigenous Forum on 
Climate Change, in order to raise awareness of and publicise the demands and proposals 
of the indigenous peoples with regard to climate change. 

• To request that the Permanent Forum promote and disseminate information related to 
climate change and to the specific and concrete experiences of exercising indigenous 
rights in the context of policies and programmes on climate change. 

• Finally, we welcome the approval of the draft Political Constitution of the Bolivian State, 
which establishes and guarantees rights to the environment and the rights of indigenous 
peoples. On the basis of this experience, we encourage States to promote processes of 
regulatory and institutional development to elaborate and establish public policies on 
climate change that fully address the rights of indigenous peoples. 

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 4 April 2008 
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