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Mr Chairman and distinguished delegates 

Although, the Oromo constitute the majority (50%, more than 30 million) of the population in 
Ethiopia, their participation in politicaJ, economic life of the Ethiopian empire was 
undermined since the date of colonisation by the Abyssinian at the end of 19 l h century. The 
human rights violations contravening the international instruments and the constitution of 
Ethiopia were enormously carried out against the Oromo people in Ethiopia. Despite repeated 
calls from different sectors of the Oromo community for the democratic and human rights 
oromo people, violations continued on daily basis. People are killed, physically abused, 
subjected to forced exile and migration and mass detention above all. It is a mimic when the 
government of Ethiopia opts for development without consideration of the Oromo people as a 
determining factor. 

Several hundreds of Oromo students and teachers from different parts of Oromia and Finfinne 
(Addis Ababa) were arrested, severely beaten and tortured after January 4, 2004 peaceful 
demonstration called by the Mecha Tulema association (MTA) against the move the capital 
city of Oromia from Finfinne to Adama. On the same day, hundreds of Oromos severely 
beaten and taken to custody (Amnesty International (AT) see UA 30/04, AFR 25/001/2004, 6 
January). This act of the Ethiopian government is against the UDHR Articles 9 and 
convention against torture. 

On January 21,2004, 350 Addis Ababa University Oromo students were rounded up from the 
front of the Presidents's office while requesting the release of their eight colleagues arrested 
on 18 January 2004 (see UA 30/04, AFR 25/003/2004, 23 January). The students were ill-
treated and forced to walk on sharp gravel for long hours without food at Kolfe police training 
camp. When later released on January 24,2004 (see Human rights watch (HRW), letter to the 
Minister of Federal affairs) they were made to walk on sharp gravel for many hours to 
humiliate them. Their ID cards were collected and ordered not to go to the university. On their 
release, the police authorities could not produce any criminal charge against them. Later their 
expulsion was informed on the government mass media, diametrically opposes the UDHR 
Article 26(1) and shows the Ethiopian government discriminatory policies against the Oromo 
people. Thev have nowhere to go. had no subsistence and accommodation as most of them are 
from the rural areas far from family. They were unable to go to their family as they were 
hunted and arrested by the local authorities at their birth place. The Oromo elders requested 
the university president and the prime minister to readmit the students,but in vain. 

The Macha Tulema association appealed to the citizens and co-ordinated financial help to 
earn minima! living for the suspended students for which the government accused and 
arrested its leadership (see UA 180/04. AFR 25/006/2004, 21 May). The government also 
blamed the MTA and members of civic organisations, experts, journalists as they were 
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working for the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) whom the government of Ethiopia accuses to 
be a terrorist organisation. In the last four months, several thousand students and teachers 
were arrested in different parts of Oromia in relation their demand for their rights in 
accordance with the constitution. The unparalleled huge force from the government were 
mobilised to suppress peaceful demonstration and terrorise the community. 

The Ethiopian government considers every independent thinking for the Oromo rights as the 
one instigated or agitated to serve the OLF. The government ordered the journalists to cover 
false orchestrations. When the journalists did not avail themselves for false drama, they were 
targeted as informants for the OLF. Several journalists left the country for exile and some are 
still incommunicado in the custody (see UA 180/04, AFR 25/006/2004, 21 May). In the same 
manner several hundred students crossed border to Kenya to be saved from persecution 
(CNN, BBC report). 28 suspended Addis Ababa University Oromo students were arrested 
incommunicado at the border town of Moyale. The Information minister told that it was the 
OLF who promised the students for scholarships to the Western countries, and not from 
persecution. Is this justification not contradictory ? On the one hand it says the OLF is 
bombing the students and on the other hand promising the scholarship. 

From the last decades Oromo students were peacefully demanding for the rights of the 
Oromo people. Bare handed students were fired at and score of them fost their lives. 
Thousands thrown to jail. It should be remembered that the current government of Ethiopia, in 
1997 rounded up the independent Oromo civic organisation leaders, journalists and elders 
labelling them as terrorist cells. After four years they brought them to justice and the court did 
not find them guilty and later released free at the end of 2002. The government of Ethiopia 
put its finger on others who are victims of its deeds. There were several massacres and cross-
border killings as well as extrajudical killing it has to be charged with. To site few examples, 
the Shakicho and Mazanger massacre in 2001. the Luqo massacre of Sidama in 2002, the 
Gambella genocide which is still going on are the testimony of the active state terrorism. 

Recommendation 

- Those responsible for the extrajudicial killings, torture and severe beatings in different 
schools around Oromia should be brought to justice, 
Indigenous association leaders, journalists, teachers, students and thousands of Oromo 
citizens arrested without charge should be released unconditionally, 

- The government of Ethiopia should be condemned for the atrocities and genocide of 
the indigenous peoples of Anuak,Ogaden. Oromo. Sidama. shakicho and others 
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