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Honourable Chairman 

Indigenous Brothers and sisters respected Fellow Journalists, Distinguished Ladies and 
Gentlemen. 

We consider that the principal theme of the Working Group is most relevant to the current 
situation of Nepalese Indigenous peoples who are suffering from violent conflict started by 
Maoist since 1996.We have been experiencing that the undergoing conflict is affecting 
adversely to the Nepalese Indigenous Peoples. There are huge number of cases of Indigenous 
human rights violation including mass murders, mutilation, abduction, rape; torture, 
electrocution, use as the human shield, and child soldiers and so on. Government and Rebellion 
are equally responsible for the violation of the human rights of indigenous peoples. Over 3061 
indigenous peoples were killed, 4897 were abducted and disappeared, and over 2,00,000 were 
displaced within this year only.1 

Mr. Chairman, 

There are mainly three reasons behind the present conflict from the prospective of indigenous 
peoples. 
First, defective state structure second, discriminatory laws and Policies third, denying of 

addressing the indigenous issues by the state. 

Due to the defective structure of the state Indigenous Peoples who constitute 60% of the total 
population are excluded and marginalized from every sector of the state including policy 
making and decision-making bodies. 

On the other hand 24 % Hindu (mainly Bahun and Chetri) people are the overwhelming 
dominant group in every sector holding preferential position in the state, which is perpetuated 
since the formation of the state, conquering the indigenous ruled territories. 

In 1954 the first consolidated act Civil Code was promulgated to legalise Hindu Caste system 
that was targeted to destroy indigenous peoples from every aspect. The Code classified 
Indigenous as the low status and Hindu as the supreme status. Which was the root cause of the 
disparity between Hindu Castes Groups and Indigenous peoples, consequently Indigenous 
peoples have been feeing various forms of discrimination and injustices from the very 
beginning. The constitution of Nepal 1990 declares Nepal as the Hindu Kingdom, even though 
the country is pluralistic in terms of Culture, language and Religion. 
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On the other hand, the constitutional provision about the official status to the Nepali Khas 
Language and ban of official use of Indigenous language by the Supreme Court is against to 
right to notice and right to fair hearing. Indigenous peoples do not have Political rights, their 
human rights and fundamental freedom are restricted, and the Indigenous children do not have 
right to obtain education in mother tongue. There are 28 discriminatory national laws including 
Land Reform Acts 1964 and Forest Act 1992 which prohibits indigenous peoples' access over 
land and resources in which they are depended on. 

Despite of their long struggle, the number of issues raised by indigenous peoples and their 
respective organizations, never been addressed by the state. They are demanding secular state, 
official status to indigenous language, and affirmative action for equal opportunity to coup with 
poverty, proportional representation, and ethnic autonomy with right of self-determination, 
legal guarantee of representation, participation and consultation, reinstate of their confiscated 
lands and resources, which must be addressed for effective resolution of the conflict by the 
state, because Indigenous peoples are being used by the rebellion by raising these issues. On 
the other hand speculating indigenous peoples as the supporter of Maoist creating the terrible 
situation of counter production that fuelling the conflict. 
Respected Chairman 
I'd like to make recommendation on behalf of Nepafese Indigenous Peoples. 

Unless there is guarantee of consultation, representation, Participation of indigenous peoples in 
every sector including policymaking and decision-making bodies which directly affect mem 
they never been included with in the state framework which is key factor of conflict resolution. 

The United Nation should take necessary initiatives including making new standard to mitigate 
and to protect the indigenous peoples from conflict. 

UN should lobby to stop supplying the weapons mat is used to commit mass cold-blooded 
killing of indigenous peoples as well as others. 

The United Nation as well as International Organizations and the international communities 
should facilitate indigenous peoples for inclusion when peace dialogue occurs to address their 
issues and demand for the conflict resolution. 

Thank You. 


