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The Asian Indigenous Peoples' Caucus expresses its appreciation that this Working Group 
has chosen to focus on the theme of Conflict Resolution on its 2 2 n d Sessions. This issue is of 
serious concern to Asian indigenous peoples, as we are daily confronted by conflict in our 
homelands- For many of us, it is the presence of conflict in our lands that has made it 
necessary for us to travel here to Geneva in the hopes of finding avenues of redress, and 
opening doors of constructive dialogues and peaceful resolution of such conflicts. 

We want to thank you, Mr. Chairperson, for your Conflict Resolutions paper. We agree with 
you that one of the mam causes of conflicts affecting indigenous peoples is the lack of 
recognition of indigenous peoples rights, including land and resource rights. In many 
countries in Asia, indigenous peoples are being driven away from their traditional lands as we 
have heard during the discussion on Agenda Item 4a. Had Special Rapporteur Stavenhagen 
been present here, he could have further substantiated this, Additionally, the militarized state 
of many indigenous territories in Asia is another major source of conflict. In many parts of 
Asia, the conflict situation is causing the extinction of some indigenous peoples or otherwise 
threatening their existence as distinct peoples. 

Another contributing factor in the conflict situation found in Asia is the refusal of some some 
governments to recognize our existence as distinct peoples, This is a situation that has 
repeatedly been brought to the attention of this Working Group and in other international 
fora. We believe that we can resolve this issue only through dialogues between State and 
indigenous peoples" representatives in a fair and equitable manner. 

Chairperson Martinez has pointed out that the non-implementation of treaties, agreements 
and other constructive arrangements between indigenous peoples and States is also a source 
of conflict. This is also true in Asia, for example in Bangladesh and in Burma, where treaties 
and agreements exist, they remain largely un-recognized or un-implemented. This is a cause 
of the continuance of conflict situations. 

Mr. Chairperson, we support your recommendation regarding the holding of the two 
seminars, one on Conflict Resolution and another on Treaties, Agreements and Other 
Constructive Arrangements. We would like to offer Asia as a possible venue for one or both 
of the aforementioned seminars. This is because there are many conflict situations in Asia, 
and there are also many political arrangements between states and indigenous peoples in 
Asia, whether they are regarded as treaties, agreements or "'other constructive arrangements" 
as in your Treaties Paper, or otherwise. 

We thus appeai to all delegates here consider the creation of an international mechanism that 
can deal with urgent situations of conflict by involving the Special Rappoerteur on the 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, or otherwise. These are 



some of the issues that require further attention in the process leading to the future seminars 
proposed by you, Mr. Chairperson. 

Recommendations 

• Include the subject of "Conflict Resolution" as regular agenda item in the annual 
sessions of this Working Group. 

• Encourage governments and indigenous peoples in Asia to engage in constructive 
dialogues on such issues as the legal status of indigenous peoples, their self-
government and resource rights, among other things. 

• Holding of UN Seminars on Conflict Resolution and on Treaties, Agreements and 
Other Constructive Arrangements with a strong focus on Asia, where the largest 
indigenous population of the World is located. 


