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Sub Regional, Regional and International 

STATEMENT OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES CONCERNS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
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appropriate Indigenous Regional and Sub Regional Caucus Groups and the Environment 

For adoption by the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

Second Session, New York, 12-23 May 2003 

Strongly recommend: 

1. The UN Permanent Forum, through ECOSOC, form a working group on mining 
to include the participation of Indigenous peoples, traditional knowledge holders 
and environmental and health professionals working with and within Indigenous 
communities to assist with the following recommendations: 

1. The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, through ECOSOC, review 
and implement the conclusions and recommendations of the Workshop on 
indigenous peoples, private sector natural resources, energy and mining 
companies and human rights organized by the Office of the High Commission 
for Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland in December 2001. Key 
recommendations of the workshop include: 

• The workshop recommended that States, UN agencies, indigenous peoples 
and the private sector review experiences in relation to private sector 
natural resource development on indigenous peoples' lands, in particular 
to learn the lessons (to consider best practices and to explore the links) 
between (recognition and respect for) indigenous land rights and those 
successful experiences. 

• The workshop recommended that States, UN agencies, indigenous peoples 
and the private sector elaborate a framework for dialog and 
implementation on consultation and benefit sharing in private sector 
projects affecting indigenous peoples. It noted that consultation should be 
guided by principals of (lead to the) free, informed and prior consent of all 
parties concerned. 

• The workshop recommended that a study be undertaken on existing and 
emerging human rights standards, other relevant standards and industry 
guidelines relevant to indigenous peoples and private sector resource 
development on their lands. 

2. The UN Permanent Forum, through ECOSOC should request through the 
OHCHR, to organize a follow-up workshop on resource extraction and 



indigenous peoples to further the dialog on issues such as corporate 
accountability, sustainable development and land rights as related to resource 
extraction. 

3. The UN Permanent Forum, through ECOSOC, implement the request for a 
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Development as a 
culmination of the United Nations International Decade for the World's 
Indigenous Peoples (1995-2004) and as a concrete follow-up to the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development as called for in the Kimberly 
Declaration developed at the International Indigenous Peoples Summit on 
Sustainable Development in Kimberly, South Africa, August 2002. 

Mr. Chair, 

The Indigenous Environmental Network submits these recommendations with support of 
the regions and sub regions that include the following: 

The Indigenous Environmental Network has participated in many international events 
where mining and mineral extraction have been at the forefront of discussion including: 
the Preparatory meetings of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (New York 
City, ВД); the Indigenous Peoples Pre-Summit to the WSSD (Kimberley,S.A) and the 
WSSD itself held in Johannesburg, South Africa. IEN has also participated in other 
international events on mining including the Workshop on indigenous peoples, private 
sector natural resource, energy and mining companies and human rights organized by the 
OHCHR and has itself held a North American Indigenous Mining Summit in Mole Lake, 
WI, June 2002. 

Through IEN's Indigenous Mining Campaign Project, IEN works closely with 
communities on the very front line of mineral extraction and is keenly aware of the social 
and economic consequences of mineral extraction. 

Our statement recognizes and acknowledges the following: 

We reaffirm our relationship to Mother Earth and we reaffirm our rights to self-
determination and to own, control and manage our ancestral lands and territories, waters 
and other resources. Our lands and territories are at the core of our existence-we are the 
land and the land is us; we have a distinct spiritual and material relationship to our lands 
and territories and they are inextricably linked to our survival and to the preservation and 
further development of our knowledge systems and cultures, conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity and ecosystem management. 

Recognizing that Indigenous Peoples of North America and the world are 
disproportionately impacted by resource industries that have left a legacy of 
environmental, social, economic, health related problems, and cultural devastation in our 
indigenous communities. This form of "western development" has left many indigenous 



communities in poverty with ecological landscapes destroyed, family systems disrupted, 
the loss of secured food systems that have sustained us for generations, and loss of sacred 
and culturally important lands. 

The Pitcher Mining field impacts six tribes in northeastern Oklahoma: Quapaw, Eastern 
Shawnee, Seneca-Cayuga, Wyadott, Ottawa and Peoria. This lead/zinc mine left behind 
76,000 acre feet of contaminated shallow ground water, approximately 75 million tons of 
tailings laced with heavy metals on 40 square miles and 300 miles of collapsing 
underground tunnels. Since 1979, acid mine drainage has flowed into Tar Creek 
Watershed and all aquatic life has disappeared. In 1983, Tar Creek was named the largest 
superfund site in the U.S. but action by EPA and governmental agencies has been limited 
to studying, monitoring and testing of the site yet no adequate characterization has been 
done at Tar Creek. In the tri-state area, blood lead levels in 34-70% of children are above 
the point, which neurological damage is assumed and the incident of asthma is the 
highest in the U.S. 

Recognizing first mat mining is not a form of sustainable development, the three pillars of 
which are founded in the protection of the environment, the promotion of long-term 
economic prosperity and respect the fundamental human rights of all peoples. 

Recognizing that hundreds of Navajo, Laguna and Acoma uranium miners have died 
from all forms of cancer due to radiation exposure from uranium mining in the 
Southwestern United States, compensation under the Radiation Exposure Compensation 
Act and more detailed health studies should be given the highest priority. In the four 
comers region alone over 3,000 miners have been screened for cancerous related illnesses 
and Navajo miners run the risk of developing lung cancer that is 28 times as great as the 
general population. Current U.S. Congressional legislation calls for $30 million to come 
to the Crownpoint and Churchrock, areas on the Navajo Nation using the in situ leach 
process to mine uranium where ill miners denied compensation live and the high quality 
ground water resources of the Eastern Navajo Agency will be threatened. 

We further recognize that Indigenous Peoples of North America have been 
disproportionately impacted by all levels of the nuclear fuel cycle from mining to storage 
of toxic nuclear waste. On the Navajo Nation there are currently over 1,000 abandoned 
mines that have not been reclaimed some with a life of over 30 years that continue to 
contaminate the land and water which then in turn impacts human health. In 1978, at 
Churchrock, New Mexico on the Navajo Nation the worst expulsion of radioactive 
material in U.S. history emitted 1,100 tons of uranium mill tailings and 100 million 
gallons of radioactive water when a mill tailings dam broke and contaminated the Rio 
Puerco River in New Mexico and Arizona. Twenty-five years later state regulating 
agencies and the federal government are still monitoring the riverbed for radionuclides. 
The Prairie Island Mdewakanton Dakota Tribe, situated in close proximity to the Prairie 
Island Nuclear Plant, is being subjected to increased high-level nuclear waste storage so 
that the plant can continue to operate until its federal license expires in 2014. The U.S. 
Congress recently passed legislation that will allow the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste 
Storage Repository to accept 77,000 tons of high-level nuclear waste threatening the 



sacred lands of the Western Shoshone, formalized by the 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley. 
The deadly shipments would pass through 734 counties in 44 states in many cases 
crossing Indigenous lands and communities. Indigenous Peoples in Canada are now 
experiencing the adverse impacts of the nuclear fuel chain similar to the southwestern 
U.S. in that northern Saskatchewan (Cliff Lake, Key Lake, Rabbit Lake, Wollaston Lake 
and Uranium City) and Ontario (Elliot Lake and Bancroft) are the most intensely mined 
areas for uranium in North America. The environmental, health, social, economic, and 
cultural impacts are parallel if not worse than those experienced by Indian Nations in the 
U.S. 

Recognizing that Peabody Energy the largest coal producer in the world, operates two 
strip mines on Black Mesa, the Kayenta and Black Mesa Mines, collectively these mines 
constitute the most extensive strip mine in the U.S. In order to transport coal from Black 
Mesa to the Mohave Generating Station in Laughlin, Nevada, Peabody uses a slurry line 
that that withdraws over 4,000 acre feet of water or 1.3 billion gallons per year from the 
Navajo aquifer to fuel it slurry operation The pipeline consumes an average 120,000 
gallons of water per hour with 43,000 tons of coal per day. As a result the Navajo aquifer 
wells have decreased by more than 100 feet in some aquifer wells, discharge has dropped 
by more than 50% in the majority of monitored Navajo aquifer springs this is especially 
devastating considering the area is experiencing a seven year drought. Transport 
alternatives and increased use of renewable energy resources to limit the use of water as a 
non-renewable resource need to begin immediately. 

Recognizing that indigenous peoples have a traditional and a direct dependence on 
renewable resources and ecosystems, including sustainable harvesting, continues to be 
essential to the cultural, economic and physical well being of indigenous peoples and 
their communities. 

The Sokaogon Band of Chippewa in Northeastern Wisconsin subsist on Menomin, also 
known as Wild Rice. Menomin is a traditional food that grows on water and is sacred to 
their traditional way of life. A proposed Crandon Mine, a copper and zinc open pit mine, 
would de-water the Wolf River Watershed and lower the depth of the surrounding lakes. 
Since Menomin grows on water, it would be affected by these changes and this threatens 
the Sokaogon Chippewa's right to food. 

Recognizing mat Indigenous peoples are deeply concerned with the activities of 
multinational mining corporations on Indigenous lands. Their activities have interfered 
with access to and occupation of our sacred sites. Many communities are still under 
threat: 

Ma;lokyattsik 7 (the Salt Mother) of Zuni Pueblo is being threatened by the development 
of the Salt River Project (SRP), an 18,000 acre coal strip mine that will destroy many 
culturally important sites sacred to the Zuni and Acoma Pueblos, Hopi and other 
surrounding tribes in Southwestern New Mexico. 



We applaud the efforts of legislation like Senate Bill 22 signed into law by Gov. Grey 
Davis of California that requires open pit mines to backfill and recontour their mine sites 
near sacred sites like the dream pathways and Indian Pass Area of Imperial County, for 
which the Quechan Tribe has fought to protect from a proposed 880 ft. deep, one mile 
wide open pit, cyanide leaching gold mine. 

We call your attention to the Mining Law of 1872, which grants anyone the right to 
develop mines on "public lands" which were formally under the control of various tribes 
but are now owned by the US government. This law has resulted in a form of corporate 
welfare, allowing mining companies to mine free of royalties and also allows the 
permitter to patent the land for as little as $5 an acre, facilitating mining interests. 

Recognizing that the lands of indigenous peoples and their communities should be 
protected from activities that are environmentally unsound or that the indigenous people 
concerned consider to be socially and culturally inappropriate. 

We must be committed to a moratorium on new large-scale mining projects like the 
Zorman/Landusky Mines located near the Ft. Belknap Indian Reservation (Assiniboine 
and Gros Ventre) in north central Montana that has removed a mountain top in order to 
mine for gold. Acid mine drainage from the mines requires perpetual water treatment and 
the cost to reclaim these mines is estimated at $125 million. These mines remained 
unreclaimed. 

Mechanisms and procedures for the regulation of the private sector to uphold high 
standards of economic, environmental, social and cultural responsibility. The United 
Nations to adopt a legally binding Convention on Corporate Accountability, upholding 
Indigenous Peoples rights, including their free, prior and informed consent of any 
development affecting indigenous lands and communities. 

Mechanisms must be implemented for the strengmening of national dispute-resolution 
arrangements in relation to settlement of land and resource-management concerns. 

In 1863, the Western Shoshone of Newe Sogobia (Nevada) signed the Treaty of Ruby 
Valley in peace and friendship with the United States government, allowing for it's 
citizens to pass freely through their territory and also agreed to allow for the prospecting 
of gold, silver and other minerals. The Western Shoshone never ceded their lands but in 
1979 the Indian Claims Commission found that the Western Shoshone land had been lost 
due to gradual encroachment and awarded the Western Shoshone $26 million dollars for 
24 million acres of land. The Secretary of the Interior accepted the award money on the 
behalf of the Western Shoshone and by doing so, extinguished their title to the land. The 
Western Shoshone have rejected the money to this day like the Lakota have rejected the 
Black Hills Settlement. Both the Western Shoshone and the Lakota lost their lands 
because of the discovery of gold. 

There must be global efforts to halt human rights abuses of the mining industry by 
monitoring and regulating industry. Thousands of Navajo and Hopis were displaced at 



Black Mesa to make way for the Kayenta and Black Mesa Mines, the most extensive strip 
mine operations in the United States. This has resulted in the largest Indian removal 
program of the 20 t h century. 

As indigenous peoples, we do not reject development but we demand that our 
development be determined ourselves according to our own priorities. Sustainable 
development for indigenous peoples is secured through the exercise of our human rights, 
and enjoying the respect and solidarity of all peoples. We are thus empowered to make 
our contributions and to play our vital role in sustainable development. 

We call to your attention the following; Statement of the International Mining Workshop 
held in Bali, Indonesia May 2002; the Indigenous Peoples Caucus Opening Statement on 
Partnership, developed at Prep Com IV of the WSSD in Bali, Indonesia; the Kari-Oca 
Declaration developed at the Earth Summit, Rio; Indigenous Peoples' Plan of 
Implementation on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg; The Kimberley Declaration 
developed at the International Indigenous Peoples Summit on Sustainable Development 
in Kimberley, South Africa; and the Indigenous Peoples Declaration on Extractive 
Industries developed in April 2003 in Oxford, UK. 

Indigenous Mining; Campaign Project 
sayokla@inoIes.org 
Indigenous Environmental Network 
ien(5),igc.org 
www.ienearth.org 
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