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Indigenous Peoples' Forestry and 
the World Forestry Congress 

Introduction 

It is a great privilege for me to be here to-day before the newly established UN Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues. I am particularly honoured by the opportunity to address Indigenous People from 
around the world. 

In my presentation to-day I am speaking on behalf of the National Aboriginal Forestry Association (of 
Canada) which is an voluntary, Aboriginal-controlled, non-governmental organization. NAFA's 
primary objective is to promote Aboriginal participation in sustainable forest management. In this 
regard I would like to make a connection between forest management and this forum's programme of 
work. 

I am also here to speak on behalf of the Steering Committee established in Canada to co-ordinate 
Indigenous Peoples' Activities and Events at the up-coming ХП World Forestry Congress. 

Forest Management as a Cross-Cutting Issue 

Concerning forest management, it is NAFA's view that there is no other function of government, or of 
large industry, that has a more direct and immediate impact on the lifestyles and cultures of Indigenous 
Peoples. In Canada, 80% of all First Nation communities are located in areas of the country where 
forestry is the dominant economic activity. Not surprisingly, most of the conflicts in Canada between 
Aboriginal Peoples and non-Aboriginal governments and industry, have inappropriate forest 
management policies as their root cause. 

The situation in Canada is that Indigenous rights are affirmed in the constitution and Canadian courts 
have recognized that forest practices are often times an infringement of those rights. Our courts have 
dealt with the need for consultation and have suggested that our rights have an economic component 
which has to be reconciled in the form of compensation or the sharing of economic benefits. However, 
forest policy in Canada has not kept pace and has not accommodated Indigenous rights. Similarly with 
sustainable forest management initiatives, our forest values and knowledge systems do not form part of 
the natural resource decision-making processes. 

The broad issues underlying effective Indigenous participation in sustainable forest management is no 
different in Canada than it is in other countries. Indigenous Peoples in developing countries face issues 
in forest management that threaten their very existence. 
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Though this forum has not identified forestry as a priority, all of the six mandated areas can be 
addressed in part through effective participation in sustainable forest management. Because 
Indigenous Peoples are forest-dependent for the most part, our rights are forest rights (a form of forest 
tenure) and giving substance to our rights will mean fundamental change to forest policy at regional, 
national and international levels. 

Therefore, it is important that forest management policy be a cross-cutting issue for the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Peoples. It is also important that Indigenous Peoples have opportunity to 
contribute to policy processes at national and international levels. Of particular note is the need for a 
strong connection between this forum and the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, as well as the 
United Nations Forum of Forests, the third session of which will be held later this month in Geneva. 
The fourth session of the UNFF will deal more explicitly with Indigenous Peoples' forest issues. 
Indigenous Peoples from around the world also need the opportunity to meet among themselves to 
discuss, in the context of forest management, numerous major issues such as: 

• globalization 
• forest certification 
• trade agreements relevant to forest products 
• the integration of forest-based traditional knowledge with western science 
• climate change and forest biodiversity 
• traditional land use and resource access 

Indigenous Peoples1 Activities and Events at the XII World Forestry Congress 

One such opportunity for Indigenous Peoples to come together on forestry will be the special 
Indigenous Peoples' Activities and Events that are being planned for the ХП World Forestry Congress 
(WFC) to be held in Quebec City this coming September. These activities and events are being staged 
to provide Indigenous people who are attending the WFC, the opportunity to more effectively 
contribute to the international discussion on sustainable forest management. 

Steering Committee 

For the Indigenous Peoples activities and events at the XII WFC, a steering committee has been 
established consisting of the Assembly of First Nations of Quebec and Labrador Sustainable 
Development Institute, the Band Council of the Huron-Wendat Nation, the Assembly of First Nations, 
and the National Aboriginal Forestry Association (NAFA). The First Nations of Quebec and Labrador 
and NAFA are members of the ХП WFC Organizing Committee. NAFA will assume a co-ordinating 
role in facilitating Indigenous Peoples' participation. 
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Indigenous Peoples' Forum Sept 19-21, 2003 
An Indigenous Peoples' Forest Forum will be held immediately prior to the ХП WFC. This will be an 
opportunity to discuss forest issues and to voice interests and concerns to a global audience. This 
satellite event will be organized into thematic sessions and plenaries and will lead to a collective 
statement to the ХП WFC. 

Indigenous Peoples Forest Pavilion 
As part of the ХП WFC exhibit, an Indigenous Peoples Forest Pavilion will be developed to enable 
Indigenous participants from around the world to showcase their initiatives and innovations 
demonstrating management regimes, the value of traditional forest-based knowledge, and other forest 
uses and practices. 

Call for Papers 
The Steering Committee invites papers from Indigenous Peoples on forest issues, some of which will 
be the subject of discussions at the Indigenous Peoples' Forum. The papers will be consolidated in a 
publication which will serve as reference material for other Indigenous groups and offer governments 
and industry alike an alternative perspective on sustainable forest management. 

Cultura] Events 
The ХП WFC is being held in the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat Nation. As the host 
Indigenous nation, the Huron-Wendat Band Council will stage a variety of cultural events and activities 
at Wendake, Quebec. 

Indigenous Participation at the XII WFC 
Attendance at the Indigenous Peoples Forestry Forum and the ХП WFC will provide an opportunity to 
meet others with similar interests and to exchange approaches to common concerns; to discuss 
Indigenous innovations for potential replication; to meet with governments and industry representatives 
and others; and to explore possible Inter-Indigenous partnerships. 

Indigenous Peoples, through their institutions and enterprises are major players in the forest sector and 
are integral to the global discussion on sustainable forest management. Participation at the ХП WFC 
will build greater understanding of the social, cultural and economic needs of Indigenous Peoples 
which is needed to inform conventional management models and future forest policy. 
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