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 Thank you, Madam Chair for this opportunity to comment on the study on 

challenges in the African region to protecting traditional knowledge, genetic resources 

and folklore. I am speaking on behalf of Tebtebba and the Asia Indigenous Women's 

Network. 

 We thank Mr. Kanyinke Sena for conducting the study and the World Intellectual 

Property Organization (WIPO) for extending its support. We believe that the study will 

greatly contribute to understanding by WIPO Member States of African indigenous 

peoples' issues on traditional knowledge, particularly in the negotiations being carried out 

by the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic 

Resources, Traditional Knowledge, and Traditional Cultural Expressions (the WIPO IGC). 

We support the recommendations put forth in the study, particularly those addressed to 

WIPO in paragraphs 50, 51, and 52. 

 The WIPO IGC negotiations have been proceeding quite rapidly in the last two 

years, with African and Asian States playing key roles. We believe that a similar study on 

the challenges to protection of indigenous peoples' traditional knowledge, genetic 

resources and traditional cultural expressions in the Asian region would help in similarly 

raising awareness among WIPO Member States. 

 We observe that the WIPO IGC has adopted certain modalities at its sessions that 

allow indigenous peoples to participate in the negotiations. Unfortunately, depletion of 

the WIPO voluntary fund means that very few indigenous peoples can participate in the 

IGC: at IGC 26 and IGC 27 only 1 indigenous person from Asia was present. 

 

With this background, we urge the Forum to recommend: 

1. That WIPO Member States amend the WIPO Voluntary Fund Rules to enable use of 

the WIPO budget to fund indigenous peoples' participation in the IGC negotiations. 

2. That the WIPO Secretariat enable adequate preparation of indigenous peoples 

attending the IGC by supporting a full day for the indigenous preparatory meeting. 

3. That the IGC Chair appoint an Indigenous Friend of the Chair to advice and assist 

him on Indigenous Peoples' issues and proposals during and between sessions. 



4. Welcoming the first Indigenous Expert Workshop held in April 2013, recommend 

that the WIPO IGC approve the organization jointly by the WIPO and Permanent 

Forum Secretariats, as before, of a second Indigenous Expert Workshop, in a 

similar format to and with similar arrangements as the first Indigenous Expert 

Workshop, to take place between the 28th and 29th Sessions of the IGC. 

5. That WIPO conduct a study jointly with the Permanent Forum on challenges to 

protection of indigenous peoples' traditional knowledge, genetic resources, and 

traditional cultural expressions in the Asian Region. 

6. For the IGC to program inter-sessional working groups in 2015 to further examine 

the draft texts of the IGC, with the full and effective participation of indigenous 

peoples. 

7. For WIPO Members States to invite indigenous peoples' representatives to inter-

sessional meetings that they organize, such as the Informal Consultative Meeting 

on the work of the Committee, which took place in Bali, Indonesia prior to IGC 27. 

Such representatives shall be identified and selected according to procedures that 

indigenous peoples decide upon and communicated to WIPO Member States. 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 


