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INTERVENTION - 15 MAY 2007 
SIXTH SESSION OF UN PERMANENT FORUM FOR INDIGENOUS ISSUES 
By Te Pa Mataiapo Ms Imogen Pua Ingram 
Speaking on behalf of the Koutu Nui of the Cook Islands 
& Indigenous Peoples of Polynesian Small Island Developing States 

Madam Chair, 
Greetings from the Cook Islands, a Small Island Developing State in the Southwest 
Pacific. I thank the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations for making it 
possible for me to attend this conference. I endorse the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, am pleased to be able to speak to Agenda Item 4(b) Environment 
and Agenda Item 4© Health in conjunction with the theme of "Lands, Territories and 
Resources". 

In terms of territory, I am a Polynesian indigenous leader from the Pacific Ocean, the 
largest body of water on the planet. In terms of resources, the Pacific Ocean is the 
repository for fishing resources, especially migratory tuna. The other main source of 
revenue for us is tourism, which depends on a clean, green environment. In terms of 
lands, Polynesia stretches in a big triangle from the Hawaiian Islands in the north, to 
Rapanui (or Easter Island) in the east and Aotearoa (or New Zealand in the south). 
Most of Polynesia consists of Small Island Developing States ("SEDs") that range from 
coral atolls to high volcanic islands. SIDs in the Pacific usually have more issues in 
common with SIDs in the Caribbean and Indian Oceans than with their larger regional 
neighbours. 

We are especially vulnerable to natural disasters such as tsunami and to man-made 
disasters such as sea level rise related to climate change, and to contamination of our 
waters through waste and toxic chemicals. I believe that others will speak about sea level 
rise in relation to Tuvalu, so I shall confine myself to the effects of contamination by 
toxic chemicals. 

There are six UN conventions on waste that address hazardous waste - Montreal, 
Cartagena, Basel, Waigani, Rotterdam and Stockholm. Toxic contaminants, including 
mercury, lead, cadmium and the Persistent Organic Pollutants or "POPs" covered by the 
Stockholm Convention are of serious concern to indigenous peoples, because they can 
cause neurological development problems in children, and because they are linked to the 
rise of such diseases such as cancer. Their key characteristics are that they are 
bioaccumulative and that they build up in the fatty tissues of the body; they are easily 
transported by wind or water and they do not start to break down for about 40 years. 

The Stockholm Convention lists 12 banned chemicals, of which nine are pesticides (one 
of which is DDT). They contaminate the land and our waters through agricultural use, 
usually spraying. The 3 remaining chemicals are produced as by-products of industrial 
use or incomplete burning during incineration, especially in the case of plastics and 
aviation fuel. 
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The use of DDT is is banned for agricultural use but may be used as an interior spray to 
counter malarial mosquitoes . The WHO was recently criticized for promoting the use of 
DDT, because there are alternative solutions to malaria and other viruses borne by 
mosquitores. There are larvicides available such as BTI, and improved management of 
drainage systems make a huge difference in decreasing mosquito breeding sites. Our 
recommendation is for government officials to actively pursue those alternatives for 
reduction of malaria, dengue, yellow fever and other viral mosquito-borne diseases, 
instead of widespread spraying. 

POPs are not manufactured by the indigenous people who inhabit the Small Islands 
Developing States, in particular those in the Pacific Ocean, but we suffer from the 
consequences. Our output of airborne POPs is insignificant by world standards. 
However, we are affected by airborne POPs from overseas sources, and by waterborne 
POPs that find their way into our waterways from imported products. Perhaps the best-
known studies are those of the Artie peoples, whose blood serum has shown high 
concentrations of POPs. As no such monitoring has been done for our region, we are 
uncertain about our own levels. But we have reason to believe that, based on Norwegian 
research, the fish which constitutes our main food contains high level of dioxins and 
other toxic contaminents. 

We recommend that indigenous peoples adopt the precautionary principle advocated by 
the Stockholm Convention and participate in testing for POPs. Our recommendation is 
for all countries to participate fully in the formulation of their National Implementation 
Plans for safer chemical management under the Stockholm Convention, because 
indigenous groups and women and children are identified in that Convention as 
especially vulnerable groups. In respect, labour organizations have played an important 
role in mobilizing indignenous populations, and we hope they will continue to do this in 
countries that have not yet prepared their National Implementation Plan. 

Another recommendation is to participate in the WHO global monitoring program for 
human milk or serum, and in passive air sampling. Data from this global monitoring 
program will provide a baseline for developing countries, most of which have no 
available data. Developed countries have been collecting this kind of information as a 
matter of course for some time. The usefulness of the data is to determine whether there 
is a problem, and provide information on which to base policies to improve the situation. 
The remedy is often one of better and safer management of chemicals, but governments 
need the technical proof before they can commit funds or seek assistance through the 
various Conventions. I would further recommend that regional and subregional 
biomonitoring programs on food should be carried out with the participation of 
indigenous peoples in order to ascertain food security. 

A further recommendation is not to use agrichemicals, but instead to use modern organic 
farming methods. The yield to the farmer will be less, but they will be able to ask a 
higher price because many people in the developed countries are aware of the dangers 
and wish to purchase food from organic suppliers. The traditional fanning methods of 
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our ancestors are often in tune with organic farming practices, and can usefully be 
revived. Both FAO and IF AD have organic farming programs to assist farmers to avoid 
from buying expensive agricultural chemicals that end up poisoning them. 

We should be aware that developed countries which manufacture pesticides will try to 
sell their stockpiles of agricultural chemicals by selling them to developing countries. 
Trafficking in banned pesticides is common in continental countries I close with the 
plea for indigenous peoples to care for themselves and for the next generations by 
learning more about this invisible threat, whose consequences may not be seen 
immediately, by either avoiding or reducing the use of pesticides. 


