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Camai - Aloha - Greetings Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the 
Permanent Forum and all distinguished participants. 

This intervention is a joint intervention of the Indigenous Peoples and Nations 
Coalition and Na Koa Ikaika O Ka Lahui Hawai'i 

The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues should do a working paper 
on the principle of recognition of peoples as it has or has not applied to 
Indigenous Peoples in the application of the right of self-determination. 
Political recognition from the view of international law is an important 
dimension that effects all aspects of human rights and fundamental freedoms for 
the protection of land rights, economic, social and cultural rights and the 
development of Indigenous Peoples. The various modes of recognition or not 
has everything to do with the capacity of relationship with the State and in what 
capacity you are protected. The varying levels of recognition that have evolved 
in the development of the law of nations and international law would assist us 
in our examination and practical application in the evolution of international 
law for Indigenous Peoples. 

Recognition under conventional international law and domestic law 
determines how you will be treated under the comity of nations. This concept 
of recognition is what assisted Administering States in the decolonization 
process. For Indigenous Peoples we have been historically independent from 
the western paradigm of law since time immemorial. It is only recently, within 
the last 500 years that European Powers began developing a framework of 
principles to facilitate their colonial plunder. There are many facets that need to 
be pulled out from under the colonial dirty carpet in relation to recognition. 
This includes the concept of puppet governments, de facto and de jure 
governments and of occupation and belligerency. For this reason, I believe it 
would be very constructive to bring this concept to the surface for Indigenous 
Peoples. 

Quyana - Mahalo Distinguished Chair 


