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Thank you Chairperson. This collective intervention is presented on behalf of the Pacific 

Caucus. We make the following recommendations: 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1. As little progress has been made on the Permanent Forum's recommendations 

relating to human rights as set out in paragraphs 15 to 24 of the Report of the First 

Session, we recommend that the Permanent Forum repeat them in the Report of the 

Second Session. 
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2. That me Permanent Forum calls upon States to adopt the draft Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

3. That the Permanent Forum explicitly and specifically recommend that all states, 

Charter and treaty human rights organisations recognise indigenous peoples' inherent 

right to self-determination. 

4. That the Permanent Forum urge states to report on indigenous peoples' issues when 

reporting to human rights treaty bodies. 

5. That the Permanent Forum recommend that ECOSOC require states to comply with 

the recommendations and decisions of human rights treaty bodies. 

6. That the Permanent Forum actively promote consistency between treaty body 

committees* jurisprudence relating to indigenous peoples. 

7. That the Permanent Forum recommend that treaty body committees take an approach 

that explicitly recognises indigenous peoples' rights in their review of states reports 

and individuals' communications. 

8. That the Permanent Forum recommend that United Nations human rights 

organisations take a robust approach to, and expansive interpretation of, an 

indigenous peoples' collective right to culture. 

We are concerned that the Permanent Forum's recommendations relating to human rights 

as set out in paragraphs 15 to 24 of the Report of the First Session of the Permanent 

Forum have not been realised. In particular, we support the Permanent Forum's request 

that the Secretary General prepare a report on how indigenous issues have been addressed 

in United Nations Charter based mechanisms and treaty bodies. Only once such data has 

been collated can work begin to enhance and coordinate United Nations endeavours to 

address indigenous peoples' rights. 
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Indigenous peoples are peoples under the United Nations Charter, the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights and the draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. It is 

clear, therefore, that indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination under 

international law. Accordingly, it is incumbent on United Nations organisations and 

states to heed the Permanent Forum's call to adopt the draft Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples before the end of the decade. 

In particular, the Permanent Forum must be courageous in explicitly and specifically 

calling for states and United Nations entities to recognise indigenous peoples' right to 

self-determination. 

The Pacific Caucus supports the existing text of the draft Declaration and is opposed to 

any proposal that diminishes indigenous peoples' rights. 

Many human rights treaty bodies have taken admirable steps forward in evolving 

international jurisprudence on the rights of indigenous peoples when reviewing state 

compliance with human rights and addressing individual communications. It is essential 

that treaty bodies' human rights work continues and, also, that states report on indigenous 

peoples' issues before these fora. In turn, it is important that states comply with the 

decisions and recommendations of human rights treaty bodies. We urge the Permanent 

Forum to recommend to ECOSOC that it require states to comply with the decisions and 

recommendations of human rights treaty bodies. 

In undertaking their work, it is imperative that human rights treaty bodies are consistent 

in their approach to indigenous peoples' rights. It is not helpful if, say, the Human Rights 

Committee and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 

take a different approach to indigenous peoples' rights. 
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The Permanent Forum can also play an important role in ensuring that the respective 

treaty bodies take an approach to human rights that incorporates an indigenous peoples' 

perspective and, in particular, does not undermine the indigenous peoples' rights under 

the draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Pacific Caucus calls on 

the Permanent Forum to direct its attention to treaty bodies' human rights jurisprudence. 

There is a marked lack of research and promotion of the right to culture within United 

Nations human rights organisations. It is also alarming that the definition of culture has 

often been constrained to mean scientific advancement only. This view contradicts that of 

indigenous peoples in the Pacific, who take a holistic approach to culture. As a result, we 

call on the Permanent Forum to encourage United Nations organisations to: 

• focus more attention on the right to culture; and 

• take an expansive view of the right to culture so that it clearly incorporates an 

indigenous world view. 

In conclusion, Chairperson, we recommend that the Permanent Forum play a progressive 

and powerful role in requiring the United Nations to promote the rights of indigenous 

peoples. In doing so, the United Nations can be instrumental in preventing states 

continuing abrogation of indigenous peoples' rights. 

Thank you. 
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