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Mr. Chairman, 

As this is the first time that the CBD takes the floor, I would like to congratulate you on 
your election to the chair. 

Mr. Chairman, since the 6 l h Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, a 
number of projects are now in progress in preparation for the Third meeting of the Ad 
Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions. 

The key areas of focus are: 

• IPR - addressing a Sui Generis regime for the protection of knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities; 

• Further development on the Participatory mechanisms for the participation cf 
indigenous and local communities in the work of the Convention and; 

• Developing effective communications network between the CBD and indigenous 
and local communities, through the CHM. 

A meeting of the Technical Expert Group on Traditional know'edge and the clearing 
house mechanism was held in Bolivia in February 2004. The Technical Expert Group 
discussed: 

• The role and responsibility of the material focal point with the CHM; 
• Development of the establishment of communications mechanism; and 
• Technical discussion of the development of communications networks. 

The CBD Secretariat is conducting a study on the Status and Trends of Knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities. A team of consultants 
have been employed to carry out this study. The report of this study will be discussed at 
the third meeting of the Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions in January 
2004. 

Mr. Chairman, 

A meeting of the Technical Expert Group was also held in Montreal on the Genetic Use 
Restriction Technology (GURTs) and its impact on smallholder farmers and Indigenous 
and local communities. This report will be discussed at the next SBSTTA meeting in 
November 2003. 

The Secretariat has recently distributed to indigenous and local communities 
organizations and institutions and Governments, the document on 'Guidelines for the 
Conduct of Cultural, Environmental and Social Impact Assessment regarding 
development proposed to take place on, or which may impact on, sacred sites. Lands and 
waters traditionally occupied or used by Indigenous and local communities for review. 



The Conference of the Parties to the CBD places great importance to the involvement and 
participation of indigenous and local communities in the work of the Convention. The 
COP to the CBD at its fourth meeting established the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working 
Group on Article 8(j) and related provisions to further advance the implementation of 
Article 8(j) and related provisions. 

Also Mr. Chairman a number of meeting which are relevant to the indigenous people at 
this forums is the Third meeting of Article 8{j) and Related Provisions to be held in 
January 2004 and lhe Working Group on Access and Benefit Sharing to will be held in 
December of 2003. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


