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Second Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
New York, 12 -23 May, 2003 

Agenda Item 4(b) - Environment 
Statement by the Asia Caucus 

Mr. Chairperson, this statement is based on the discussions during the Asia Regional 
Preparatory Meeting for the Permanent Forum held in Chiang Mai on March 2003 and endorsed 
by the Asia Caucus here in New York. 

The Asia Caucus welcomes the adoption of the recommendation made during the first session 
of the Permanent Forum to establish a Working Group on Free, Prior, Informed Consent of 
Indigenous Peoples. W e also welcome the importance given, and the commitment expressed 
by UNDP towards the issue of free, prior informed consent or FPIC. 

Indigenous peoples see the environment to be very much linked with all the other aspects of 
indigenous systems which are being considered separately through the different themes by the 
Permanent Forum. If environmental integrity is maintained within indigenous lands and 
territories, our indigenous health system, indigenous education system, cultural system and 
social and economic development will also be guaranteed. 

Although FPIC has been discussed and is considered a key issue in many environment-related 
fora - in particular at CBD-related meetings and meetings on sustainable development -
indigenous peoples see it as a cross-cutting issue that is central in recognizing the human rights 
of indigenous peoples, and would resolve and avoid many of the conflicts between indigenous 
peoples and states. 

We therefore urge the Permanent Forum to look immediately into the Mandate and 
Workplan of the WG on FPIC. 

On the Mandate, we would like to recommend that the WG 
a) elaborate a comprehensive definition of FPIC; 
b) elaborate mechanisms to operationalise FPIC; 

And, the Workplan should, among others; 
a) focus on disseminating and following up on the mechanisms to obtain FPIC from 

indigenous peoples and their communities for all projects and programmes that 
affect them. 

b) link and coordinate the work of environment-related fora such as CBD-related 
fora, UN Framework Convention on Climate/} Intergovernmental Forum on Forest 
and the CSD which is following-up on the recommendations of the WSSD 
including the indigenous peoples Plan of Implementation on Sustainable 
Development; and 

c) link the various initiatives taken by indigenous peoples, UN agencies, donors and 
governments on sustainable development. 
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The following are more specific recommendations to the Permanent Forum that we have on 
environment: 

1. For UN Agencies and donors to develop guidelines and policies for all development projects 
that impacts the environment and indigenous peoples, and to ensure that states as 
recipients of any bilateral or multilateral aid adhere to these guidelines and policies; 

2. For Parties to Conventions, in particular the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
to recognize indigenous caucuses as an advisory body in all related international processes 
as in the case of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity at the CBD; and 

3. For U N Bodies, UN Agencies and donors to allocate funds for indigenous initiatives that 
promote indigenous resource management system and efforts to maintain the integrity of 
the environment and natural resources. 


