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ITEM 4: STANDARD SETTING ACTIVITIES: EVOLUTION OF 
STANDARDS CONCERNING THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: 

STATEMENT BY THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT OBSERVER 
DELEGATION 

As this is the first  time my delegation takes the floor,  allow me to extend congratulations 
on your re-election as Chairperson-Rapporteur of  the Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations. I also extend greetings to the other members of  the Working Group, 
indigenous representatives, Government delegations, and representatives of  non-
governmental and inter-governmental organisations attending this session. I thank the 
Coordinator of  the Decade, Assistant-Secretary-General Fall, for  his useful  summary of 
recent developments in the UN context relating to indigenous people. 
Under a mandate provided by the Economic and Social Council, the Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations is authorised to 'give attention to the evolution of  standards 
concerning the rights of  indigenous populations'. From 1985 to 1993, the Working 
Group's major effort  was towards the development of  a draft  Declaration on the Rights 
of  Indigenous People. New Zealand acknowledges the significant  role played by the 
Working Group in the evolution of  the draft  Declaration. 
We also welcome the momentum which has been maintained in the further  development 
of  the draft  Declaration. The first  session of  the new Working Group of  the Commission 
on Human Rights, established to further  consider the draft  Declaration, took place in 
Geneva in November last year. The session successfully  launched the intergovernmental 
process. The session completed a first  reading of  both the preambular and operative 
sections of  the draft  Declaration. 
New Zealand was pleased to see a wider range of  governments than are normally 
engaged on indigenous issues participate in the new Working Group. We particularly 
welcome indigenous participation, under the special accreditation procedure developed 
in the Commission on Human Rights. 
Since the draft  Declaration is about the rights of  indigenous people, it is integral to the 
nature of  the document that indigenous people should have the opportunity to continue 
to be heard as governments further  consider the draft.  We note the recent request of  the 
Commission on Human Rights for  ECOSOC and the Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organisations to process outstanding indigenous applications for  accreditation to the 
Working Group. We hope the relevant UN bodies will complete their work soon. 
For our part, New Zealand will participate in the second session of  the Working Group 
scheduled for  October 1996 and continue to work towards the development of  an 
appropriate Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous People. 
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In accordance with our support for  indigenous involvement in the new Working Group, 
New Zealand was pleased recently to contribute NZ$30,000 to a UN Voluntary Fund to 
assist representatives of  indigenous communities to attend the Working Group sessions. 
Finally, while the substantive work on the draft  Declaration has now moved to the new 
Working Group, WGIP continues to have a mandate to explore other standard setting 
activities. In this regard, we note the various ideas that were advanced at WGIP13. We 
look forward  to further  discussion in the area of  standard setting at this current session. 


