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Agenda Item 4: 
Standard-setting activities: evolution of standards 
concerning the rights of indigenous peoples 

I would like to request your attention to the fact that the process establishing of 
standards concerning the concept of the Indigenous Peoples is following by four main ways: 

1. The efforts  of the representatives of the Indigenous Peoples to self-define  the 
themselfs; 

2. The researc work of the experts dealing with Indigenous Peoples ( Mrs Daes first 
of all) from the UN system and from NGO's; 

3. The definitions and criterias being used in practice of the different  international 
organisations; and 

4. The propvisions relating the Indigenous Peoples in the internal legislature of those 
countries whose Governments have the constructive potential in this sphere. 

These ways are very important and are complementary to one an other. E think we 
should to use all of them to arrive the most acceptable, universal and fruitful  result. 

I could to illustrate this approach on the case of my nation - Crimean Tatars - and the 
country where we are living - Ukraine. 

Last year one of the most important legal processes in Ukraine was the elaboration 
and the adoption of the new Constitution. With the help of the parliamentarian groups which 
are cncemed about the situation of the Indigenous Peoples of the Ukraine, pesonally Mr. 
Boutkevich member of the WGIP and at the same time the Head of the Comission on the 
Human Rights, National Minorities and Interethnic Relations of the Supreme Council of the 
Ukraine, some officials  of the Ministry of Justice and research centres our representatives 
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informally took part in this activity. At our discussions we had been using the documents of 
WGIP, 1LO; the legal precedents of the Scandinavian States and Sami Parliament; the 
experience of Indigenous NGO's et cetera. 

As a result of joint efforts  three articles of the new Constitution contain the 
provisions ensuring some rights of the Indigenous Peoples of Ukraine. They are article 11: 
„The State promotes the consolidations and the development of the Ukrainian Nation; to 
her historical self-consciousness, traditions and culture as well as the development of the 
ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious originality of all Indigenous Peoples and National 
Minorities of the Ukraine", point 3) of the article 92: .Exeptionally by the laws of the Ukraine 
are determined:... the rights of the Indigenous Peoples and National Minorities;...", point 3) 
of the article 119: „The Local State Administrations ensure on the according 
territories:. ..the implementation of the state and the local programmes of the social and 
economic and the cultural development, the programmes of the protection of the 
environment, and at the areas of the compact settling of the Indigenous Peoples and 
National Minorities the programmes of their national and cultural development as well,..." 

Of course these provisions are not enough to guarantee all our interests and natural 
rights, and the attitude of the Ukrainian Parliament as a whole to the Indigenous Peoples of the 
Ukraine is not so simple but we hope that the good experience of the collaboration will be 
continued and the concept of the „ Indigenous People" will occupy iVs permament and strong 
place at the political and legal system of the Ukraine. 

Taking into regarding that in this work ail existing principle sources were used and that 
the development of the concept of the „ Indigenous People" on the ways mentioned above are 
stimulating the strengthening of the rights of Indigenous Peoples all over the world my 
proposal is to create under the auspicies of the WGIP the centralized collection of the: 

- written considerations of the representatives of the indigenous Peoples about self-
definition and criterias according to it; 

- expert's and doctrinal opinions and reviews; 
- positive international and internal legal precedents from all parts of the world with the 

maximum possible scope, and 
- to ensure the using of this information by all parties concerned. 

Thank you for attention. 
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