
IIFB: Agenda Item 6.7 – Article 8(j) and Related 
Provisions 

COP 10 Nagoya, Japan: Thank you Mr. Chairperson, representatives of the CBD Secretariat 
and States, today we speak on behalf of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity 
(IIFB). 

Analyzing the work carried out by the Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, 
we recognize that while some progress has been made on the implementation of the 
Programme of Work (PoW), for example capacity-building efforts for indigenous peoples and 
local communities and the Akwe:Kon Guidelines, we have to stress on the lack of progress on 
other areas that we consider fundamental such as the elaboration of the sui generis system for 
the protection of the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities. 

We welcome the support given by Spain for capacity building of indigenous peoples and local 
communities in Latin America and the Caribbean; it is of great importance to continue these 
efforts, extend them to other regions and to promote the participation of indigenous youth and 
women and relate it together with the implementation of the Gender plan adopted in COP9. 
We urge Spain to continue support this initiative and call upon all other Parties to follow this 
initiative. 

We consider it is fundamental for achieving an effective progress of the Programme of Work, 
that States must work in cooperation with indigenous peoples to comply to the mandate of the 
Working Group on Article 8(j). 
We welcome the inclusion of Article 10(c) as a main component in the revised multi-year 
Programme of Work of Art. 8(j) with an initial focus on protected areas. It is fundamental to 
maintain task 12 of the Programme of Work referred to sui generis system, when these 
systems are developed, the principle of the intrinsic relation between customary law and 
traditional knowledge must be respected as well as the State’s recognition of the traditional 
institutions and organizations of indigenous peoples and local communities. 

Sui Generis systems must be developed for the protection of traditional knowledge, these 
should be monitored and assessed with the full and effective participation of indigenous 
peoples and local communities and they must be based on their customary law and 
community protocols. 

We strongly encourage the  adoption of the code of ethical conduct and we restate our 
position that our rights as indigenous peoples and local communities, to the lands and waters  
that we have traditionally occupied or used, must be fully recognized in these negotiations as 
language which has previously been negotiated in the Akwe:Kon guidelines. We also request 
that the code applies the principle to free, prior and informed consent. 
The IIFB proposes that the in-depth dialogue should cover biological diversity and climate 
change taking into consideration adaptation and mitigation measures. 

We bring to the attention about the discussion held in Montreal during the 6th Meeting of the 
Working Group and the support given by various states to the adoption of indicators and we 
request that the indicator on Status and trends in land use change in the territories of 
indigenous and local communities includes land tenure security. We submit the exact text 
proposal in writing. 



Finally, we call upon States to support the work that the Working Group on Article 8(j) to 
carry out the pending tasks of the Programme of Work. We will contribute with our proposals 
in the discussions that we are starting today. 

Thank you very much Mr. Chairperson 

 


