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Dear Mister Chairman, members of the Working Group, 
brothers and sisters, ladies and gentlemen! 

I am Vladislav Tannagashev and I represent the Association of Shor People from Russia, Kemerovo 
region. According to the preliminary results of the census in the Russian Federation (October 2002), 
the population of the Shor people for the period of 1989-2002 decreased from 12500 to 10500 
people. This information was spelled out by the representative of the Kemerovo region 
administration during the Shor people congress in March 2003. It is necessary to mention that 
during this period there was no massive migration of Shors out of the region but, on the contrary, 
there was an inflow of Shors. The death rate exceeds the birth rate, unemployment and alcoholism 
increases, drug addiction increases among some of the young people. 
Why does it happen? Today I may point out a number of reasons: the coal mining companies, 
whose owners mainly reside outside of the region, obtain new lands for exploitation but don't want 
to go into the problems that they (coal mining companies) create for the indigenous Shor people. 
Taking the territories of traditional natural resources exploitation from the Shor people, they deprive 
us of any means of subsistence; unemployment, alcoholism, ecological degradation lead to various 
diseases which results in a high death rate. The profit from the natural resources exploitation is not 
used for the socio-economic development of the indigenous population, is not invested in the health 
system, ecology or science, but goes into the pockets of the so-called oligarch; if it goes on like that, 
within 50-100 years there will be no more Shor people, there will remain only exhausted natural 
resources and poisoned rivers. 
During the international Decade of the World's Indigenous People declared by the General 
Assembly of the UN in 1994, in the Kemerovo region several indigenous representatives have 
shown up in the executive and representative bodies and in the local administrations of the region. 
With the support of the regional governor Aman Tuleev and of a number of heads of local 
administrations, cultural and educational programs for indigenous Shor people were initiated and 
implemented. Some communities specialized in the traditional activities of the Shor people started 
to show up, but the most important is the raising of consciousness as our own nation with its own 
ancient culture and traditions. The first representatives of the Shor people at the UN brought back 
hope for the future. They told us that we were respected at the UN, and that there is a willingness to 
listen to us, to know our problems and to help us to find solutions. We are very grateful to you for 
that. 
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But today there is a tendency in the Russian Federation to reduce the number of indigenous 
representatives in the administrative bodies, and if it goes on like that we may lose all we have 
gained during this period. 
In order to improve the situation of the indigenous population and the international standards 
setting, I propose: 

1. To assist the UN in: 
1.1. The compliance, by industrial companies performing activities in indigenous territories, 

with the transnational corporations Code of behaviour. 
1.2. The observation of international principles and norms, Treaties of the Russian 

Federation during the adoption of federal laws dealing with the interests of indigenous 
populations. 

1.3. To accelerate the ratification by the Russian Federation of the ILO Convention-169. 
1.4. The development by the Russian government of a human resources policy integrating 

the indigenous population. 

Thank you for your attention. 


