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It&. President,
As my delegation takes the floor for the first time, let me start by
congratulating you for being elected as Chairperson of this 6th Session of the EMzuP
and wishing fine success for this session under your wise guidance.
Mr. President,
Although there is no indigenous people, Viet Nam is among countries who
voted in favor of the LIN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples because the
spirit of this Declaration is consistent with Viet Nam's policy on protection and
promotion of all human rights for ethnic minorities and with the intemational human
rights treaties to that Viet Nam is a state party. We would like to stress once again our
support to the United Nations mechanisms, including the Human Rights Council and the
EMR]P.
lvlr. President,
Viet Nam is a united nation composed of 54 ethnic groups of which 53 are
ethnic minorities growing side-by-side along with the historical course of thousands of
years of national building and defense. Ethnic minorities co-exist in three quarters of the
country; contributing to the tle harmony of the Vietnamese nationai community and
enriching the cultural mosaic of the nation. Time-tested and historically proven,
maintaining the national unity and harmony has become a nafitral law of national
survival and growth.
The State of Viet Nam attaches special importance to the policy of ensuring
equality and mutual assistance betu,een and among ethnic groups in order to equally
protect and promote rights of all ethnic groups in all civil, cultural, economic, political
and social areas. That is clearly stipulated in the Constitution and the laws. In practice,
a great score of priorities has been put in place to effectively implement this policy.
'Ihe Constitution of Viet Nam states that all Vietnamese citizens have the right
to participate in the management of the state and society and to stand for elections to the
National Assembly and People's Council at all levels. Let us note that the current 12th
National Assembly has 87 deputies from ethnic minorities, accounting for about 18

percent, which is higher than the ratio of t 3 percent of ethnic minorities in the whole
population. More and more. etl-rnic minority people are taking over important position in
the state authorities at central, provincial and commune levels.
More still, curricula for 8 ethnic mi,ority languages, including Khmer have
been officiatly introduced in ethnic minority primary and secondary schools in 25
provinces; the vietnam Television and Radio voice of Viet Nam broadcast programmes
in 13 different ethnic minority languages with more than 4000 special programmes.
with regards to public health 93,5% of rhe communes in the living areas of ethnic
nrinorities have health care center and, 95ato of ethnic minoritl, chiidren har,e been
vaccinated through national extended vaccination programmes.
Regarding the right to access to.justice and equal treatment before the court, the
vietnamese laws guarantee every citizen's equality before the law without any
distinction as to sex, ethnic origin, religion, social status. when participating in the
proceedings, procurators, defendants, Iawyers and parties concerned have equal rights
regardless of their ethnic origin to provide evidences, materials, objects, make requests
and engage in lawful hearing before the coufi. while the national language is
Vietnamese, the court guarantees that persons participating in the proceedings have the
right to use their own mother tongue, both in written and in verbal form, before the
couft. In criminal cases, defendants have the right to request the interpreting service
free of chargc.

Mr. President,
Despite the important achievements as mentioned in parts above, difticulties
and chalienges remain in implementing policies and measures for the full enjoyment of
ethnic minorities, especially for those living in tire mountainous regions, highlands or
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of dialogue and constructiveness, we are cornmitted to working with the intemational
commurity towards better promotion and protection of human rights as a common value
of humankind, through successful implementation of our declarations and conventions
in these fields.
I thank you, Mr. President.

