
1 P.O. B o x i l i 

Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition 
Nutemlarkun Ymilriit Calistait 

1 Teinaa Gey Tlingit Nation 

Dillingham, Alaska 99576 
E-mail rfoipnc@hotmail.com 

Thursday 22 July 2004 

Commission on Human Rights 
Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations 
Twenty-second session 19-23 July 2004 
Item 6 (e) The Draft United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Presented by Ambassador Ronald Barnes 

The Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition is deeply concerned of the results of the 
recent meeting last September 2003. 

We are deeply concerned that States are using stalling tactics to obstruct the process of 
adopting a Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. It seems particular States are 
here to promote State rights to justify criminal their behavior by denying Indigenous 
Peoples their human rights and fundamental freedoms. As one State made clear when we 
brought up the violations of our fundamental human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
one of the past meetings, he answered, "There are no standards that bar us from such 
actions". This is why we need a strong Declaration that has also implementation 
measures created to combat the flagrant violations of Indigenous Peoples basic rights of 
survival. There are a few States that are promoting "internal" self-determination and 
reducing the scope of their obligations to domestic law. We have said many times that 
there is evidence that domestic law will not protect Indigenous Peoples against abuses. 

As I understand, the Chair of the Working Group Mr. Luis Enrique Chavez is at a high 
enough post in the Government of Peru, that he is a conflict of interest since, as a result 
of his post, he cannot promote beyond the limits of his Governments interests. If this is 
the case, we want clarification from Mr. Chavez and from the United Nations of the 
practice on dealing with such areas of conflicts of interest. 

We also recommend that experts of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations be 
invited to assist and clarify the confusion of States that are attempting reduce or erase 
rights by rewriting and diminishing our recognition and protection in the current text. 

Indigenous Peoples have continually pointed out that we were not participant in the 
development of international law nor were we allowed to consent to the principles that go 
against or do not recognize the principle of collective rights. We support the 
recommendation to host a roundtable on collective rights. 

Thank you Mr. Chair. 
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