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Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

The problems with the progress on the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples have 
been highlighted, and there should be no uncertainty that the extended delay cannot be allowed to 
continue. 

We wish to emphasise that a number of reasons have been given as to why this declaration must be 
implemented. 

I have stated in previous interventions that the declaration is seen as the central instrument in 
ending the manifest racial discrimination against Indigenous Peoples around the world. 

The declaration is the instrument which will allow disputes over land, territories and waters to be 
resolved. This was a point made at the last session of the Commission on Human Rights when the 
Human Rights Commissioner from New Zealand, when speaking of the politicization of Maori 
rights to foreshore and seabed, explained that their commission's capacity to resolve the dispute is 
limited by the lack of the declaration. 

The declaration is the platform for building improvements to the living standards of Indigenous 
Peoples and ensuring their capacity to develop. 

The declaration is the instrument to protect the diverse cultures, including languages, of Indigenous 
Peoples by ensuring that the peoples are accorded dignity and respect. 

Mr Chairman, twenty years of the UN's work have been devoted to the elaboration of the 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Everything to do with progress of our situations 
relates to this draft. 
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This delay cannot be allowed to segregate our interests from the rest of the peoples of the world. 
The declaration must be passed to allow us to continue with the programmes to overcome 
marginalisation and disadvantage. 

Finally, Mr Chairman, we remind everyone that the General Assembly called for a declaration on 
the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

It is not a declaration of the rights of Indigenous Peoples without our right to self-determination, 
and collective rights. To withhold these fundamental rights is to relegate Indigenous Peoples to the 
history of colonisation and imperialism. 

We express our very strong concern that the government of the United Kingdom continues to 
oppose collective rights of Indigenous Peoples. The UK must realise that its position is seen by 
many, many nations of Indigenous Peoples colonised by the British Crown. The decolonisation of 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific was only achieved after the British left the regions as a result ofWWII. 

In many cases it was not in the interest of the Indigenous Peoples, and the UK should feel some 
responsibility to restore to Indigenous Peoples the autonomy and dignity that they held before 
colonisation. 

We ask that the UK government advocate the successful implementation of the declaration. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman. 


