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military purposes 

Thank you very much Mr. Chairman for the opportunity: 

Land expropiation and land confiscation of indigenous Ahwazi-Arab land began with the 
emergence of the modem nation-state of lran in 1925 

More than five million indigenous Ahwazi Arabs live in Kliuzestan (known as al-Ahwaz by 
its indigenous names) province in south-westem Iran, near the southern border of Iraq. It is an 
important oil producing area. Historically, this indigenous Arab community has been 
marginalized and discriminated against, including expropriation of land without 
compensation. This official policy of successive regimes in Iran has intensified in the past 27 
years under the Islamic Republic ofIran. 

In the past ten years, under directions given by the highest levels of govemment of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, over 500,000 hectares ofindigenous Ahwazi farmers' land have 
been confiscated and given to non-mdigenous non-Arab Persian settlers, to government 
authonries or to the Iranian military, the Revolurionary guards and to Para-military Basseeji 
forces. 
From 1991- 2004, 250,000 hectares of indigenous Ahwazi farmers land was confiscated for use 
of military-industrial-security projects called Sugar-Cane, 47,000 for the Shilat complex. 6,000 
for the Isargaran militars' complex. 90,000 for the Army 92"'' division, more than 10,000 
hectares for the Shahid Beheshti military garrison in Kut Abdullah, thousands of hectares for 
Shahid Rejai military· complex. Quads bngade and Emn-Khomini militaPv' bases in Kut 
Abdullah. Additionally, in 2002 over 40,000 hectares ofindigenous Ahwazi land in the Jufir area 
were expropnated to house military families. 
 
During the Iran-Iraq war, hundreds of indigenous villagers have been forcefully evicted and the 
land was confiscated along Iraq borders never given back 18 years after the end ofthe war. 

     In the latest instance in Oct 2005, 155 sq km of Ahwazi farmers’ land was confiscated. The 
inhabitants of at least fourteen Arab villages were forcefully evicted to make way for the 
"Arvand Free Zone" military-industnal complex that stretches 30 km form Abadan along the 
eastem bank ofShat-Al-Arab for Iranian revolutionary Guard, military and Para-militay (Baseej 
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vve urge the WG Special Rapporteur to organize a fact finding trip to the 
province of Khuzestan, in the Islamic Republic oflran to investigate land 
confìscation ofindigenous Ahwazi-Arab land and the militarization or their 
homeland. 

Thank You 

Kanm Abdian, Ph.D Executive Director. 
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