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Thank you Madam Chairperson.

My Delegation wishes to thank the three 

Rapporteurs of this working group for the very 

interesting documents they provided to us. For reason of 

time, I shall refer now only to the study on treaties, 

agreements and other constructive arrangements between 

States and Indigenous Populations, and to the report on 

the International Year for the World's Indigenous People.

As to the document put forward by 

Professor Miguel Alfonso Martinez. my Delegation is 

perfectly aware of the difficulties involved in the 

undertaking of such a challenging study, which deals with 

extremely complex and delicate issues pertaining to 

political and historical rel ationships between States and 

indigenous communities.

We share the Special Rapporteur's point of 

view acturdinq to which the final gurQase Qt tt\e stu<¿\ au 

treaties should be to give further elements to enforce 

and promote indigenous populations rights. In the spirit 

of the mandate contained in the relevant ECOSOC, 

Commission and Subcommission resolutions, we fully agree 

with the methodology chosen and the interpretation given



to "constructive arrangements" in paragraph 9fe of the 

d azument .

Concluding this item, I wish to stress 

that my De legation endorses the recommendations contained 

in paragraph 128 of the study.

As regards the International Year, allow

me recall that my Government co-sponsored the General

Assembly Resolution 45/164, which proclaimed 1993 as the 

year of the indigenous populations.

At this stage, my Delegation would 

strongly support any initiative on this issue oriented 

towards the implementation of concrete measures and 

projects for the benefit of indigenous populations living 

in all parts of the world. The areas where such actions 

should take place are defined in the resolution: human 

rights, environment, health, education, etc.

We therefore welcome all the

recommendations and proposals contained in the report 

that might lead to the fulfillment of those objectives. 

We also support, in particular, the idea that the 

cultural and social diversity of indigenous papulations 

be taken in to account in the programme of activities for 

the International Year.

Than k y o u .


