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Honorable Chairperson, we wish to express our sincere appreciation and commend the report of
the World Bank policies prepared by Ms. Eva Biaudet of the UN Permanent Forum on
indigenous issues.

World Bank funded projects implemented in Indigenous peoples' territories and affecting our
lives and livelihoods oftenfail to adequately take into account impacts on the general well being
of the affected indigenous peoples as well as respect for their collective rights. Even with the
Bank's current Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples (OP/BP 4.10) in effect, many
indigenous communities continue to suffer from serious adverse impacts such as
displacementsof projects thatwere implemented without their full and effective participation in
the process.

The failure of the poliry to effectively address indigenous peoples' concerns with bank-financed
projects is due in part to the absence of a human rights based approach in the policy as
exemplified with its inconsistency with the Unlted Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the ILO Convention 169. Failures in implementing the
existing standard are also tied to the persistent lack of political will within the Bank's Senior
Management to effectively enforce the requirements under the existing operational policy
framework and ensure that the policy meet the existing international standards on indigenous
peoples.

We recognize the eftorts of the Bank to respond to the successive communications sent by AIPP
and widely endorsed by indigenous peoples and civil society organizations. We also recognize
the initiative of the Bank to organize an expert workshop on FPIC although this was rather a
very small group.However, we also express our frustration on the lack of more meaningful
consultations and engagement of the Bank with indigenous peoples.

We re-iterate our call for the World Bank to be more receptive and proactive in responding to
the concerns of indigenous peoples. In term of the process of the Safeguard review, the Bank
must ensurethe full and effective participation of indigenous peoplesthrough efFective
consultations and outreach processtaking into account the diverse language of indigenous
peoples and their access to information.It should immediately plan the conducts of specific
regional consultations with indigenous peoples to discuss the review of policies relevant to
indigenous peoples. The results of such consultations shall be documented properly and
bemade public.



In terms of the content of the Policy, we reiterate our call for the Indigenous Peoples
Policy to be coherent with international standards on the rights of indigenous peoples,

including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), ILO
Conventlon No. 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples and related international human rights
and environmental agreements, standards and laws. Within this framework, the Indigenous
Peoples Policy shall have explicit provisions on the following:

1. Respect for the rights of indigenous peoples to their lands, territories and resources.
This includes the traditional and or customary lands and resources owned, used or
managed by indigenous peoples. If the national legal framework does not provide for
the recognition and demarcation of indigenous peoples lands,,the Bank shall assist in
securing the land tenure of indigenous peoples prior to project approval or shall
integrate securing land tenure in the project activities.

2. Require the conduct of the Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) for indigenous
peoples affected by World Bank projects. The affected communities shall determine the
CONSENT and shall NOT Ibe qualified in any form in the Poliry document or guideline.

3. Ensure the full and effective paticipation of indigenous peoples in all programs,
activities and projects affecting them to make the development process more inclusive
of indigenous peoples.Incorporate culturally appropriate consideration of gender
dimensions of all project stages and all areas of poliry implementation

4. Include an explicit prohibition on the forced relocation of indigenous peoples from their
territories and resources, including involuntary restrictions on livelihood activities and
access to natural resources

5. lnclude measures to support, promote and respect traditional knowledge at all stages in
projects, including assurances that no traditional knowledge will be appropriated, used
or developed without explicit, free, prior and informed consent

6. Recognition and respect of the rights of Indigenous Peoples living in voluntary isolation.
Under no circumstances should projects be not undertaken in their territories, nor
projects with an assessed risk of impacting on them be funded.

7. Recognition of pastoralism as a livelihood and a lifestyle and the inclusion of pastoralist
people as indigenous peoples in World Bank policies, in paticular in the Indigenous
Peoples Poliry.

Finally, the revised Policy must show how past failures of Bank poliry and practice have been
addressed, including those identified in the Banl(s own reviews, the Learning Review of OP4.10,
the Extractive Industries Review and the recent Independent Evaluation Office review
'Safeguards in a Changing World', and effective solutions sought to these identified failings

We wish to remind the World Bank that indigenous peoples are equal partners in the
development process. The Bank should undertake a more serious and meaningful
engagement with indigenous peoples with clear resulting commitments. This will help
prevent conflicts between indigenous peoples and the Bank at the individual project
level and at the institutional level. This is also to ensure that the existing mistrust felt by
indigenous peoples towards the Bank will not worsen and persist. Thank you.


