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Madam Chair 

The Aboriginal Provisional Government and the Foundation for Aboriginal and 
Islander Research Action (FAIRA) has presented to the Working Group under 
Agenda Item 5 the five principles for a treaty or instrument of agreement 
between the Indigenous Peoples of Australia and the nation of Australia. 

Only four years before the Year 2000 the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples find that there is no substantial or consistent program for self 
determination. 

We cannot accept that welfare and social equity handouts remain as the 
foundation for democratic government of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples. 

The negative experiences throughout the world of treaties between nations states 
and the Indigenous Peoples should not deter the use of the treaty mechanism in 
Australia for the exercise and enjoyment of Indigenous rights. 

But how will a democratic nation such as Australia, a federation which includes 
complex constitutional arrangements between many governments, realise a 
treaty? 

Our right to a treaty should not be held to ransom by the majority of people in 
the majority of states, as is required in changes to the constitution. 

The exercise and the enjoyment of our human rights is not a matter for non-
Indigenous Australians to decide by majority vote. 

The Australian High Court's legal findings on Mabo addressed some aspect of 
this problem by revealing the fact that native title rights survive proceedings of 
the nation until such time as these rights are deliberately addressed. 



While the Aboriginal Provisional Government and FAIRA cannot abide by the 
ruling that the sovereign nation can overtake our native title without our will 
and informed consent we endorse the High Court's overdue ruling on the 
existence of our title. 

This situation requires that the Australian nation negotiate a treaty because the 
lawful rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples abide. This matter 
of law does not require any further approval by the non-Indigenous majority. 

Madam Chair, the remaining three years of this millennium must be used to the 
maximum extent to promote a treaty. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples absolutely require the 
opportunity to caucus and to develop their terms. Conventions of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples must commence as soon as possible. Such a 
program requires immediate commitment by all existing authorities; to delay is 
to deny the exercise of rights. 

We recommend that the relevant United Nation human rights organisations, 
including a Permanent Forum of Indigenous Peoples, should be asked to 
monitor and report upon the process and progress of the Conventions and the 
negotiations of a treaty, along with the developments of treaties elsewhere. 

The people of the Australian nation must be educated and trained. They must 
understand that legal native title rights cannot be overruled without a serious 
breach of either the constitution or the universal human rights standards. 

The public debate on race relations arises from the legal decimation in 
Australian law of terra nullius. Terra nullius had served to sustain the political 
domination of our rights and now it is removed. 

Fears from non-Indigenous people cannot deter a treaty. All fears and hatred 
towards the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples needs to be 
confronted and contained by the nation. 

These concerns must not delay the progressive development and conclusion of a 
treaty. 

Madam Chair, we now table the five principles for the treaty and our full report 
on those principles which concludes our presentation. Thank you. 


