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STATEMENT 

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA)  

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

Fifteenth session  

New York, 9-20 May 2016 

Agenda item 4 – Implementation of the six mandated areas of the permanent Forum with 
reference to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

 

Madame Chair/Chairperson  
Distinguished Members of the Forum, 
Excellences, 
Distinguished Delegates,  
Indigenous friends, 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 

On behalf of United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), I would like to thank the 
Distinguished Members of the Forum for this opportunity to address the Forum 
while congratulating Mr. Alvaro Pop on his election as Chairperson of the 15th 
Session of the Forum.  

UNFPA remains fully committed to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, and has endorsed the recommendations of the World Conference Outcome 
Document. UNFPA has worked in partnership with other UN Agencies towards the 
adoption of the UN System Wide Action Plan (SWAP), led by the Inter-Agency 
Support Group (IASG), and will continue to work towards the implementation of 
the SWAP through our presence at the country, regional and global level - in 
coordination with networks and organizations of indigenous peoples and women, 
and other UN agencies. 

UNFPA works on the rights of indigenous peoples within the context of our 
mandate, guided by the ICPD Programme of Action, the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals adopted by the 
UN General Assembly in September 2015. UNFPA works in more than 150 
countries and territories that are home to the vast majority of the world’s people. In 
our programmes and advocacy efforts, UNFPA places emphasis on the rights of 
indigenous girls and women to participate in decision making processes and policy 
formulation; their access to sexual and reproductive health, including maternal 
health and family planning; and the ability to fully exercise their reproductive rights. 
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UNFPA works consistently to address gender based violence (GBV) and harmful 
practices through policies, legislation and health services that supports survivors of 
GBV and harmful practices.   

UNFPA is actively engaged in the promotion and protection of indigenous peoples’ 
rights. For instance, in the Latin American region, UNFPA has been supporting the 
efforts to establish an intercultural and human rights-centered approach to sexual 
and reproductive health, in collaboration Ministries’ of Health, Indigenous Women’s 
organizations and networks and other important partners.  
 
The design and delivery of culturally appropriate health intervention models and 
services, with full participation of indigenous peoples in their design, has contributed 
to an increased use of, and a higher degree of satisfaction with, public services. These 
interventions have reduced maternal mortality, HIV/AIDS prevalence and incidence 
among women and female adolescents.   
 
In many parts of the world indigenous peoples are still invisible, either because 
national statistics systems do not disaggregate information, or simply because their 
indigenous identity is not recognized. UNFPA has been providing support for States 
to cooperate with Indigenous Peoples in compiling data on their demographic 
characteristics as well as to integrate this population and social data into national 
data collection systems. This remains an important area, especially as we embark 
upon the implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.  
 
Our report to the Forum provides more information and examples on the work that 
UNFPA is undertaking on the country, regional level and global level to support 
indigenous peoples worldwide.  
 
To end this statement, let me emphasize that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development calls upon all of us to intensify our work to ensure that no one is left 
behind. UNFPA has advocated for the inclusion of SDG targets and indicators with 
a strong focus on inequality, inequity and disaggregation of data to ensure that those 
furthest behind with regards to socio-economic development and opportunities to 
exercise their human rights are at the fore of the 2030 Sustainable Development 
Agenda. This mandates an emphasis on the situation and rights of indigenous 
peoples. UNFPA will therefore continue to work on addressing inequalities and 
poverty among indigenous peoples around the globe, as well as promoting their 
sexual and reproductive health, rights and well-being, free from discrimination and 
violence - with a particular focus on girls, women and young people. 

Thank you.  




