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Madame Chair, distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, Fellow 
Representatives of Non Governmental Organizations, States and Agencies: 

Aloha какой apau loa, greetings to all of us. 

I am KaPopua Fyfe, Kanaka HawaPi Maoli, Director of the Koani Foundation. 

To begin, we must emphasize the objective, the desired outcome of this intervention, 
and others that are similarly focused. Our purpose is to overcome the obstacles that 
have blocked progress in achieving the goals of the Second Decade of Eradicating 
Colonialism, particularly as they apply to HawaPi Ka Рае 'Aina. To support our 
recommendations for improving the dysfunctional decolonization process that conclude 
this intervention, we provide the following chronology of pertinent events, actions and 
inactions. 

In 1810 a central monarchical government, the Hawaiian Kingdom, was created to 
establish Hawai'i Ka Рае Aina as an independent sovereign nation subsequently 
recognized by the world community of nations through diplomatic interactions and 
treaties of amity, commerce and navigation: 

January 16 th, 1893, the United States of America fomented an illegal act of war against 
a peaceful Hawai'i in support of a coup by a small group of U.S. businessmen that 
commenced the on-going era of military occupation. 
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August 12 , 1898, the USA illegally annexed Ka Рае 'Aina in violation of international 
law, the laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, and those of the USA itself; despite emphatic, 
well-documented opposition by the Kanaka Maoli people. 

February 9 t h, 1946, the "so-called Territory of HawaPi" was placed on the UN list of non-
self-governing territories (NSGTs) eligible for decolonization. The USA thereafter failed 
to honor its "sacred trust" obligations under the UN Charter and resolutions. 

March 18 t h, 1959, the USA enacted a law to incorporate HawaPi Ka Рае 'Aina as a 
state under the USA ignoring the requirement for a vote on the question per UN General 
Assembly Resolution 742 (VIII) of 1953 and the U.N. Charter; 

June 27 t h, 1959, non-Kanaka Maoli residents and non-resident US military personnel 
voted in favor of statehood for Hawai'i. The Kanaka Maoli were not identified as eligible 
for decolonization; all options for self-determination, including independence were not 
included in the plebiscite. 

September 17 t h 1959, the USA submitted a report that misled the General Assembly on 
the situation of Hawaii; misrepresented the plebiscite results to the UN; claimed that the 
Kanaka Maoli people had "attained a full measure of self-government," and called for 
the removal of Hawaii from the list of Article 73(e), the list of NSGTs. 

December 12 t h, 1959, the UN subsequently removed Hawaii from the list of NSGTs on 
the eve of the adoption of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960. " ' 

In the early 1990s, the USA formally withdrew their cooperation from the UN Special 
Committee on Decolonization but, to date, continues to attend the meetings unofficially. 

August 12 t h through 21 s t , 1993, the Peoples' International Tribunal Hawai'i, all 
distinguished human rights authorities, found the U.S. guilty of violations; recommended 
immediate recognition of the inherent sovereignty and right to self-determination of the 
Kanaka Maoli people and return of all lands and re-inscription of Hawai'i Ka Рае'Aina 
on the UN list of NSGTs; eligible for decolonization. 

On November 23, 1993, President Clinton signed Public Law 103-150, the Apology Bill, 
in which the USA apologized to the Kanaka Maoli people for the 1893 overthrow of the 
Kingdom of Hawai'i with the participation of agents and citizen of the United States, and 
the deprivation of the rights of Kanaka Maoli to self-determination; and acknowledged 
that the Kanaka Maoli people "never directly relinquished their claims to their inherent 
sovereignty as a people or over their national lands to the United States, either through 
their monarchy or through a plebiscite or referendum", thereby implicitly conceding that 
the 1959 statehood plebiscite was fraudulent. 

June, 2006, a Shadow Report, entitled "The Special Situation of Hawaii - A Shadow 
Report on The Violation of Human Rights of Native Hawaiians in the Hawaiian 
Archipelago", was submitted to the 86 t h Session of the Human Rights Committee 
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refuting assertions by the USA that it had fulfilled its international obligations regarding 
the Kingdom of Hawaii. The Shadow Report referenced US Public Law 103-150, the 
"Apology Bill". The Human Rights Committee in their concluding observations and 
recommendations regarding the US violations of Article I of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights stated that: 

[T]he Committee regrets that it has not received sufficient information on the 
consequences on the situation of Indigenous Native Hawaiians of Public Law 
103-150 apologizing to the Native Hawaiian Peoples for the illegal overthrow 
of the Kingdom of Hawaii, which resulted in the suppression of the inherent 
sovereignty of the Hawaiian people (articles 1, 26 and 27 in conjunction with 
Article 2, paragraph 3 of the Covenant). 

2007, the UN Office of Internal Oversight and independent analyses reported the 
decolonization process "effectively stalled" due to the non-cooperation of the 
administering powers. 

January 31, 2008, the Supreme Court of the State of Hawaii granted an injunction (Civ. 
No. 94-4207) barring the State of Hawaii from selling or transferring "ceded" lands from 
the public land trust until Kanaka Maoli claims to the ceded lands have been resolved, 
citing, among others, Public Law 103-150, e.g., "the indigenous Hawaiian people never 
relinquished their claim to their inherent sovereignty as a people or over their national 
lands to the United States, either through their monarchy or through a plebiscite or 
referendum". 

February 21, 2008 at the Seventy-Second Session of the Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination, regarding the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Periodic Reports of the 
United States of America, The Koani Foundation, following recommendations by 
Experts of the Human Rights Committee, petitioned the CERD per Article 15 of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(ICERD) with regard to the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

Mr. Alexei Avtonomov (Russian Federation) asked the US delegation about 
Alaska and Hawaii: why were they excluded from the decolonization list; what is 
the state position regarding Public Law 103-150 that admitted the participation of 
the US in the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom, and then the islands were 
annexed? What is the US position considering resolving the Hawaiian issue? 

Mr. Ion Diaconu (Romania) inquired regarding Hawaiians: what is the future, 
what's next? The Indigenous Peoples of Hawaii have the rights to be self-
determining. Why did the US vote against the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples? Why not provide self-determination to Hawaiians through 
the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples? 
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February 28 , 2008 The United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization met to 
consider the remaining sixteen non-self-governing territories. Dominica Ambassador 
Crispin Grégoire and Minister Counselor of St. Lucia Michelle Joseph called for the 
implementation of the Plan of Implementation of the Decolonization Mandate. 
Ambassador Grégoire emphasized that the decolonization process must be stimulated. 
Minister Joseph concluded that "significant progress can only be made through 
innovative measures, since it has become clear that the standard method of work has 
not yielded significant results." 

Based on the above information and in collaboration with other intervention of similar 
focus, we propose that the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues take the following 
actions: 

1. Sponsor an expert seminar in conjunction with the CERD and the Special 
Committee on Decolonization to examine the impact of the UN Decolonization 
process on indigenous peoples of the NSGT' which are now, or have been listed 
on the UN list of NSGTs. This seminar must be under the auspices of the Forum 
because of existing problems with the Secretariat of the Special Committee. We 
request that Independent Expert Carlyle G. Corbin be included in the seminar as 
well as the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples. We also request that indigenous peoples of 
the NSGT's and territories previously under NSGT status also be included. 

2. Utilize the Inter-Agency Support Group to begin to implement the Program of 
Implementation with UN Agencies, UNDP, UNEP and other agencies and 
specialized bodies as directed by the General Assembly. 

3. Communicate its concern for the human rights of indigenous peoples and all 
peoples in the NSGT's to the UN Human Rights Council and request that the 
Council designate a Special Rapporteur on the Situation of the Peoples of the 
Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

Mahalo nui, many thanks for your dedication and action. 
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