EXPLANATION OF VOTE OF THE DELEGATION OF THE PHILIPPINES

I** Session of the Human Rights Council
Geneva, 29 June 2006
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The Philippine Government is fully commiyfed to safeguarding,ese upholding{the rights
of its indigenou$ peoples. Because of this{commitment, the P/hilippine Government @
@weadwy enacted|a national Indigenous People’s Rights Act and_ has two autonomous
regions in the cduntry.

Mr. President.

We awe empathize with the concerns of representatives of indigenous peoples’ and their
desire that the Human Rights Council forward to the General Assembly at this session the

draft UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. t : ) ) LT
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The Philippine delegétioﬁk staingd on the resolution because we
current draft of the declaration is fully co,mpatible with our Constitution and national WW

b/-l‘:‘x o laws. so that it can be implemented in gj%e‘?mingful s ma gg{t‘.c'f[hgapl ilippine  mesTS&
ovgrnment. while favorably disposed to the substance ofww. peg
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(5= ~ Wisheghfor more time to study the new, temtsazxd provide an opportunity for concerned b
[ fo national agencies — those which would e&%{gﬁl&y oversee t]}x ‘i‘?pleg}e’nggon of the ey
o declaration — to discuss the language of k&g/provisions and their ffhp icatiofis. ¥ , E
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