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Chairperson, the International Indian Treaty Council, the Indigenous Environmental Network, 
and the 7 t h Generation Fund, on behalf of their affiliated Indigenous Nations and Organizations 
throughout the Americas and the Pacific, have five recommendations for the Permanent Forum 
under the agenda item of human rights: 

l.The International Indian Treaty Council's background paper for this session, 
E/C.19/2003/NGO/1, outlines our concerns as to the Commission's Working Group on the Draft 
Declaration not applying General Assembly guidelines on standard setting in the field of human 
rights, and ignoring existing human rights standards in their consideration of proposais by States 
for changes to the Sub-Commission text. We therefore recommend that the Permanent 
Forum, through ECOSOC, recommend to the Commission and its Working Group on the 
Draft Declaration give due consideration to General Assembly Resolution A/RES/41/120, of 
4 December 1986, in their deliberations and in particular as a fundamental criterion for the 
submission of proposals for new or modified language. 

2. Further Mr. Chairman, as many are aware, the Commission on Human Rights has forwarded a 
resolution to ECOSOC reauthorizing the Working Group on the Draft Declaration, including 
language approving States' inter-sessional meetings to the regular sessions of the Working 
Group. This resolution requires the Chairman of the Working Group to go outside the accepted 
methods of work and ensure that the outcomes of these States' meetings are "made available to 
'interested parties'", forcing these outcomes into the process. The principal author of this 
resolution is Canada, represented by a member of the Permanent Forum. Indigenous Peoples 
have always protested the holding of States' Intersessionals without the participation of 
Indigenous Peoples. We feel that such proceedings undercut the working methods of the 
Working Group and basic principles of transparency, partnership and participation of Indigenous 
Peoples throughout this process. 

We agree that States, like Indigenous Peoples, are free to meet and discuss whatever and 
whenever they so decide. We only object to this process being legitimated by ECOSOC when it 
in fact undercuts Indigenous participation, and basic principles of transparency towards a 
process of consensus that must include all participants. 

We therefore recommend to the Permanent Forum that it recommend to ECOSOC that 
the Resolution from the Commission authorizing the Working Group on the Draft 
Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples be approved without reference to these 
States' intersessionals, found in Operative Paragraph 6, of Commission Resolution 2003/57. 



Further, Mr. Chairman, the International Indian Treaty Council would respectfully requer thai 
the Permanent Forum member who is also the principal author of the Resolution by the 
Commission, and who represents his State in all matters of human rights at the Commission on 
Human Rights, recuse himself from discussion or participation under this theme, particularly in 
the matter of this recommendation, as he is the principal author of the resolution in question. I: i; 
of great importance for the credibility of this Permanent Forum that members avoid ever. ± e 
appearance of impropriety or conflict of interest. 

We do not believe that inclusion in a State delegation necessarily disqualifies Permanent Forum 
Members from discussion and decision. We believe such inputs and advice to States is пгропзгл 
We do beiieve that a Member should not be a functionary of a State, a full time career employee 
of the diplomatic corps bound to carry out the instructions of his government, drafting 
resolutions and participating in States' position and, most importantly, decisions on matters 
before the Permanent Forum. 

3. The Permanent Forum should inform the ECOSOC of their support of Commission 
Resolution 2003/55, passed by the Commission at their last session, by vote. This resoiu:ion 
recognizes that there are no duplicated mandates within existing Indigenous human rights 
mechanisms. As Canada voted against this resolution, we would again respectfully suggest that 
the Permanent Forum member, for the same reasons as outlined above, also recuse himself from 
discussion or vote on this recommendation. 

4. Briefly, Mr. Chairman, the matter of the imprisonment of Leonard Peltier by the United States 
is a matter known universally. The IITC has had a communication on this issue to the Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detentions outstanding since 1996. We would request that the Permanent 
Forum invite the Commission on Human Rights' Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions 
to request information from States, Indigenous Nations, NGOs and individuals, and 
address the matter of the arbitrary imprisonment of Leonard Peltier. 

5. Finally, Mr. Chairman, the Permanent Forum should recommend through the ECOSOC, 
that the Office of the High Commissioner sponsor and support a world conference or 
seminar on the Study of Treaties, Agreements and other Constructive Arrangements 
between Indigenous Peoples and States, with a view to follow-up on the Study's 
recommendations, including recommendations as to the establishment of an international 
forum for disputes between parties of these treaties. The Permanent Forum should also 
invite the United Nations Registry of Treaties, to invite the registration of treaties between 
colonialist states and their successors and Indigenous Peoples for registration, on an equal 
footing with all other international treaties. 

for all my relations, thank you, Chairperson. 


