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Mr. Chair, Members of the Permanent Forum, Distinguished Representatives, Indigenous 

brothers and sisters, Aloha. 

Ke kulou ha 'aha 'a nei au i ke alo, o 'oukou na р о е oiwi о neia honua akea, mahato no 

ka ho'otohe 'ana. I humble myself in the presence of you, natives of this world, and thank you 

for listening. 

My name is Beau Bassett, and I am 22 years old. I am a student of law at the University 

of Hawai'i at Manoa, and I am testifying on behalf of Ka Lahui Hawai'i, the Hawaiian Nation. 

My heart sinks as I realize the depth of oppression from which the Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples has arisen. But there is definite hope and beauty in the fact that 

indigenous peoples are organizing themselves. Organizing for cultural, political, economic, and 

social enhancement of their people, to end discrimination and oppression. 

In organizing a nation, however, many Native peoples are faced with the barrier of the 

foreign imposed doctrine of blood quantum. Blood quantum was established in Hawai'i in 1921 

when the United States specified that in order for Hawaiians to be eligible for land ownership, 

they needed to prove at least 50% Native Hawaiian blood. Blood quantum institutionalizes the 



belief that indigenous peoples need to meet a certain foreign criteria to be indigenous. This is 

wrong. 

As is memorialized in Article 8 of the Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the 

colonizer has no right to define indigenous identity, yet they have done just that., The United 

States continues to tell Hawaiians that 50% blood equals Native Hawaiian, 50% means you have 

a claim to the land, 50% means that you are more Hawaiian than 49%. It is the colonizer that 

tells Hawaiians, "if you don't marry a Hawaiian, your children will be less Hawaiian than you." 

Wrong! The colonizer has no right to dictate indigenous identity and no right to inhibit 

indigenous peoples' right to self determination. 

Article 7 of the Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples painfully states that 

"Indigenous peoples have the collective and individual right not to be subjected to ethnocide and 

cultural genocide." Yet the concept of blood quantum is strategically designed for those 

purposes, to quiet land claims and direct the identities of indigenous peoples, to a point where we 

no longer identify with our indigenous selves. Hawaiians today, have not been defeated by 

blood quantum. 

However, I worry about the implications that blood quantum will have on future 

generations of Hawaiians. If in 5 generations, Hawaiians are still being told that blood quantum 

is the measure of one's indigenous self, what about the Hawaiian with 1/2000 Hawaiian blood: 

Will she be discouraged from identifying as a Hawaiian? What impact will this have on 

indigenous organization? Perhaps that must be left for our children to decide, but can we do 

something today? 

The critical point is that indigenous peoples need to control their own identities, let 

Hawaiians answer the question of "What is a Hawaiian." Self determination! Indigenous 



peoples have the right to define and pursue their own distinct social, political, and economic 

futures. The right to create an identity that reaches all Hawaiians, not one that segregates us. An 

identity that is condusive to indigenous organization and empowerment. 

In closing, I call for the immediate adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and ask that Hawai'i be reinscribed on the UN List of Decolonizing Nations. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair and members of the Permanent Forum. 


