
Remarks of the Honourable Minister Pauline Sukhai, Minister of Amerindian 

Affairs of Guyana 

On preparations for the convening of the World Conference on Indigenous 

Peoples in 2014. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Distingued panelists, brother and sisters,  participants The delegation of Guyana is pleased to 

join the discussion on modalities for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, which is 

scheduled to be held in 2014. 

  

At the outset, allow me to join the other delegations which have spoken before us in reiterating 

our full support for the convening of this World Conference, which offers the opportunity to 

review implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 

and which would undoubtedly add impetus to the promotion of the protection of the rights and 

wellbeing of indigenous peoples worldwide.  Moreover, this Conference will be a fitting way to 

conclude the Second Decade of the World Indigenous Peoples.  Given my delegation’s 

perspective on this Conference, we therefore welcome the appointment of H.E. Ambassador 

Luis Alfonso de Alba, the Permanent Representative of Mexico and Mr. John Henrikson, to 

serve as co-facilitators in the task of conducting inclusive informal consultations on behalf of 

the President of the General Assembly. 

On the substantive issue of the modalities of the Conference, Guyana proposes that efforts be 

made to have the highest possible political representation.  In addition, we highly recommend 

that this Conference be held in New York, either prior to or subsequent to the 13th Session of 

the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in 2014, since this would allow for the maximum 

participation of indigenous peoples and representatives, and importantly address the cost 

factor of not having  indigenous representatives travel  twice in one year to New York.  Guyana 

further proposes that this Conference be held over a two or three day duration, allowing 

sufficient time for substantive discussions of the issues before us.   

My delegation is firmly of the view that the preparatory process should be guided by the 

principle that there should be nothing about us without us, this translates into the inclusion of 

indigenous peoples in all stages of the preparatory process and Conference.  As such, while we 



propose that separate regional meetings involving Member States should be convened to 

facilitate discussions, including on possible themes for the roundtables of this Conference, we 

also believe that it is important for at least one hearing to be held in order that indigenous 

peoples could articulate their views on main objective of the Conference.   However, on the 

issue of roundtables, I would suggest some focus on existing best practice on  the issue of land 

rights and how national mechanisms could foster partnerships between Governments and 

indigenous peoples. 

Guyana is supportive of an agreed number of speakers at the opening and closing sessions and 

we are inclined to support the idea of regional representatives be allowed to address the 

Conference.  However, we also believe that it is critical for individual Member States to update 

the Conference on what actions are being taken to fully implement the Declaration and in this 

regard would recommend that Plenary Meetings run concurrently with that of the Roundtables. 

 

Guyana is also supportive of a concise action oriented outcome document. 

 

Finally Mr. Chairman, please allow me to indicate that Guyana is willing to offer our country as 

a venue for one of the regional meeting, in event that such meetings are being held. 

 

I thank you.    

 

 

 


