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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, honourable Permanent Forum Members, distinguished 
delegates and indigenous representatives. I am very pleased to address the forum on 
behalf of the First Nations Women ' s Caucus. 

Historically, Women have always been the mothers of their Nations. Indigenous women 
have been subjected to colonial regimes that have made concerted efforts to undermine 
traditional female roles of authority. 

It has never been lost to us that women are the backbone of the nations and until the 
women are uplifted, the children will continue to choose to die rather then to live. 

The Native Women ' s Association of Canada stated in its report to the Special Rapporteur 
investigating violations of Indigenous Human Rights, "Aboriginal women continue to 
face violence in their every day lives. ..Approximately 500 Aboriginal women have been 
murdered or reported missing over the past 15 years. There has been little if any media 
coverage and police do not seem to be actively searching for any of these women. Many 
Aboriginal women have also been murdered with no complete investigations into their 
deaths." 

As Indigenous Women, we have determined it is time to reclaim our positions and 
demand an end to the long history of oppression and violence against our women and 
children and the continued oppression of state regimes. We have mounted a campaign 
through our communities to use the venue of the "Unity Ride and Run" to the 
International Elders Summit. 

The Elders Summit will produce affirmative recommendations not only for government, 
but also in our communities, where our Grandmothers will take affirmative action for the 
future of our peoples. 

As a UN member state, Canada must not undermine our authority and our rights by 
implementing the First Nations Governance Act, or FNGA, legislation that the 
government has just rammed through. 

The UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 
recently stated, "The Committee is further concerned that the First Nations Governance 
Act currently under discussion does not address remaining discriminatory legal 
provisions under other Acts, including matrimonial property rights, status and band 
membership questions which are incompatible with the Convention." 

FNGA has re-victimized Indigenous women and manipulated Indigenous women ' s issues 
as a means to disguise more colonialist legislative policies. 



RECOMMENDATION: 
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upon the UN Permanent Forum to mvestigate the 500 missing Indigenous women and to 
join us m our condemnation oí these assimilationist policies and methods and to 
implement the First Nations Plan that was developed by and for First Nations Peoples 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


