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Mr Chairman, 

I am speaking on behalf of the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA). 

The International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA) is an NGO that for more than 30 years 
has been advocating the rights of indigenous peoples. In the last two decades, my organisation has 
been active in the UN system to promote the recognition of indigenous peoples rights. 

As many of you will know during all these years a great number of indigenous persons and 
organisations have spoken on behalf of the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs in 
different UN meetings to highlight their situation and their views. But, we have never before this 
meeting made our own interventions. 

Mr Chairman, the 1 s t session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is the first time that we take 
the floor to present our statement, and we have taken this decision for two reasons: 

First of all, IWGIA would like to take the opportunity to congratulate indigenous peoples for the 
establishment of UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous issues and to pay tribute to their efforts. We 
would also like to congratulate all the Governments, not the least the Greenland Home Rule 
Government and the Danish Government, who have shown consistent political will to establish the 
Forum. 

We do believe that the Permanent Forum is the most promising institutional mechanism that provides 
indigenous peoples access to the UN system in order to enhance their social, economic and human 
rights. IWGIA also believes that the Permanent Forum will be able to coordinate the integration of 
indigenous peoples issues in the UN system and ensure that indigenous peoples, whose voice can never 
be heard at the UN forums, are benefited from the efforts of indigenous peoples and the international 
community. The Permanent Forum is a unique and innovative body, in which for the first time in the 
history of the United Nations, experts nominated by States and indigenous peoples, are given equal 
status in decision-making. 

Secondly, since the very beginning of the process that lead to the establishment of the Permanent 
Forum, we have had a close working relationship with indigenous peoples worldwide and promoted 
and advocated the establishment of a Forum that responded to the demands made by indigenous 
peoples. 

Throughout the years IWGIA has firmly believed in the need for a permanent institutional mechanisms 
in the UN system to secure the rights of indigenous peoples and that can provide access to enjoyment 



of their economic, social, cultural and political development. In our view, full, meaningful and 
informed participation of indigenous peoples in all discussions and decision-making processes that 
affects them is fundamental. 

In order to ensure full, meaningful and informed participation of indigenous peoples in the creation of a 
permanent mechanism in the UN system, IWGIA has played an active role in the organisation of a 
number of indigenous peoples' regional meetings and consultations on the establishment of the 
Permanent Forum since the beginning of the process. 
Furthermore we have together with other four European support groups through the Human Rights 
Fund for Indigenous Peoples secured the participation of a great number of indigenous organisations 
in the workshops organised by the UN, in the two Ad-hoc Working Groups on the establishment of the 
Permanent Forum as well as in the Commission on Human Rights and the ECOSOC meetings that had 
dealt with the issue. In addition, IWGIA also facilitated most regional consultations for nomination of 
indigenous experts to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

Mr Chair from this experience, we would like to highlight that the PF was established in the course of a 
unique process that brought the indigenous discussions that took place in the regions to the UN 
meetings in Geneva. Throughout the process, indigenous gatherings were organised in Asia, Africa and 
Central and South America to share information and prepare common proposals to be considered in the 
official discussion. The latest outcomes of these regional processes were the recommendations made by 
indigenous own regional consultations for the eight indigenous experts to be members of the Permanent 
Forum. 

By and large, when the ECOSOC president appointed those eight indigenous experts he endorsed the 
legitimacy of this unique tradition by which indigenous regional processes were incorporated in the UN 
decision-making system. 

It is our sincere hope that the Permanent Forum will develop this tradition and closely link its work to 
efforts taken by indigenous communities and organisations. 

To end this intervention, it is our opinion that the question of funding is not only a question of funding 
a secretariat, which naturally is essential for the Forum in order to fulfil its broad mandate, but it is also 
a matter of establishing direct links with indigenous peoples in the remotest places of the earth and to 
financially facilitate their inclusion in the international, regional and local processes. Such efforts 
include the promotion of dialogue between indigenous peoples and the States in which they live. 

Thank you very much. 


