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Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Wori< Group and all Indigenous 

Representatives 

The Moluccan archipelago covers 851,000 km2; of which 85,728 km2 of land and 765,272 km2 

of sea. 90% of the Moluccas is sea territory. 

For their support the indigenous population of the Moluccas is largely dependent on fishing and 

other natural resources of the sea. Indonesia's economic policy is geered towards selling at 

bargain prices to both national conglomerates and transnational corporations. As a result, the 

socioeconomic position of the original inhabitants of Moluccas is deteriorating. Below we will 

illustrate the large scale exploitation of our seas by describing the situation of fisheries on the 

North Moluccas and pearl fishing in the mangroves of the Aru islands in the Southeast of the 

Moluccas. For further  information regarding the above, we refer  to our country report, 

supplement and set of demands. 

Madam Chairperson, 

Ten years ago both foreign and Indonesian peart enterprises started pearl farms on the Am 

islands. Among the Indonesian companies are PT. Sinar Samudera, PT. Daya Guna Samudera 

and PT. Nusantara Pearl. The pearl farms brought large groups of transmigrants from places 

outside of the Moluccas, such as Java, Bali and Madura, to locations around the farms where 

they were employed as divers. These divers use modem diving equipment. Special healthcare 

facilities have been installed for the transmigrant employees. 

It goes without saying that this has brought about many negative consequences for the coastal 

population of the Aru islands: the modem farms pose a serious threat to the to the ancient 

profession of the local peartdivers. They are now confronted by redundancy and poverty. 

Furthermore, local fishermen have been ousted by the large fishing fleets of foreign companies. 

According to western scientists, who have researched the bio-diversity and the environment of 

endangered species such as the sea cow and certain kinds of sea-turtles, there are daily 

between 500 to 600 modem trawlers which fish using the aggressive long-line method. (There 

is an undeniable relation between the decrease of endangered animals and the arrival of 

foreign fisheries) 

Due to the arrival of hundreds of labourers from Europe, the United States, Australia, Japan, 

Korea and Taiwan, the capital Dobo has become a centre of prostitution, and is currently, with 

25 different  locations, one of the biggest prostitutional centres in Indonesia. Because of 

absence of preventive information, many of the local population is contaminated with the HIV 

virus. 



Towards the end of 1995, 850 traditional fishermen from Central Halmahera in the Northern 

Moluccas filed a complaint to the Vice-President of Indonesia on the subject of aggressive 

fishing methods of foreign fishing fleets. The catches of Philipino and Taiwanese fleets are 

often secretly transferred  to other ships in order to export their goods surreptitiously. 

In 1993, the value of exported fish from the Northern Moluccas alone amounted to at least $ 

4,896,427. As of today, the problems involving fisheries cause the population of the Northern 

Moluccas great distress. The fish of five national Indonesian fishing concerns is supplied by 

Philipino and Taiwanese fisheries. These companies employ aggressive fishing methods such 

as long line and pur-sine. The consequences of these methods are: 

1. Overfishing 

2. The traditional fishermen from the coastal villages cannot compete with the modem 

equipment of the fishing fleets and lose their source of income. 

The traditional fishermen are forced to go out to sea further  and often work in life endangering 

situations. 

Finally Madam Chairperson, we urge the members of the Working Group to monitor the 

situation in the Moluccas through the appointment of a United Nations Commissioner for 

Indigenous Peoples. 

Thank you very much Madam Chairperson. 
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