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Thank you for the opportunity to address the 10th Session of 
the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples. The Inuit Circurapolar 
Conference (ICC) is an international non-governmental organization 
comprised of Inuit throughout Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Russia. 

Last week, the ICC successfully concluded its 6th General 
Assembly, which was held at Inuvik, NWT, Canada. As many of you 
know, we have sought the direct and full participation of our 
Russian sisters and brothers within the framework of the ICC since 
our inception in 1977. 

We are happy and proud to report that the Russian Inuit are 
full members of the ICC. The Yuit delegation to the ICC General 
Assembly, elected their two Executive Council Members on Friday, 
July 24th — making this 6th Assembly a true milestone in the 
history of Inuit political development. This important development 
comes at a significant point in time in terms of Arctic and global 
international affairs. 

In addition to other significaht matters before the 1992 ICC 
General Assembly, we elected a new President. Her name is Ms. 
Eileen MacLean, an Inupiaq woman from Barrow, Alaska. President 
MacLean will begin her new responsibilities, as the political 
leader of our organization immediately after a short transition 
period. 

In 1991, we reported to you that the Canadian government 
announced its intention to create an Arctic Council, which would 
provide a forum for the eight Arctic states to hold ongoing 
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discussions on issues of common interest and promote circumpolar 
cooperation. The ICC (and ITC, the national Inuit organization of 
Canada) has played a vital role in the Arctic Council talks and 
asserted the need for representation of all Arctic peoples, 
consistent with the important principle of direct indigenous 
participation in international fora that we deem relevant. 

The recent United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) or Earth Summit provided the ICC with a unigue 
opportunity to bring to the attention of the world community Inuit 
concerns and needs with respect to sustainable development. The 
ICC's principal objective was to have the role and value of 
indigenous traditional knowledge clearly recognized in the 
decisions of the UNCED. 

In addition, the ICC contributed scientific and technical 
input in the Agenda 21 documents, the Biodiversity Convention and 
the Rio Declaration. 

We believe that our efforts in gaining recognition of Inuit 
traditional knowledge throughout the Finnish Initiative, the UNCED 
and other international environmental initiatives, was a factor in 
the UN'S sponsorship of the technical conference on Indigenous 
Peoples and the Environment, held at Santiago, Chile in May 1992. 
The ICC attended this conference and played a key role in 
developing the working principles which emerged at this meeting. 

Earlier this month, the ICC sent a representative to the 44th 
Annual Meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), held 
in Glasgow, Scotland. The specific mandate was to ensure support 
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for continuing Inuit harvest of whales. We were successful in this 
effort to protect our sustainable harvesting of beluga and bowhead 
whales in Alaska and Greenland. 

These are just some of the highlights of the ICC's work over 
the past 12 months to ensure our involvement in international 
processes that affect our rights, lives and in particular, our 
Arctic homelands. We have demonstrated our ability to participate 
at the international level, and to promote international 
cooperation in areas such as environmental protection and 
sustainable development. 

In September 1991, at the invitation of the Home Rule 
Government of Greenland, the United Nations held a Meeting of 
Experts on Self-Government for Indigenous Peoples in Nuuk, 
Greenland. The ICC, along with indigenous representatives and 
organizations worldwide, attended and actively participated. The 
Meeting of Experts adopted a series of Conclusions and 
Recommendations based upon the recognition of indigenous peoples as 
historically self-governing, the recognition of indigenous peoples 
as distinct peoples and societies, with the right of self-
determination, including the right to autonomy, self-government and 
self-identification. The 6th ICC General Assembly formally adopted 
the Nuuk Conclusions and Recommendations. 

Over the past year, Inuit from various Arctic regions in 
Canada have been directly involved in the intensive national 
negotiation and debate on the recognition of the inherent right to 
self-government in Canada's Constitution. Although substantial 
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progress has been made, it is not yet certain that an Agreement on 
Constitutional reforms will be reached. The challenge for 
indigenous peoples, like that facing us in the Working Group, is to 
fend off government attempts to limit our fundamental right to 
self-determination. 

In this regard, I am compelled to share with you another 
matter that was addressed by a panel session at the 6th ICC General 
Assembly. The right of self-determination was the focus of the 
Human Rights, Development and International Forums panel and from 
this panel emerged ICC Resolution 92-06. We will provide the 
Working Group with copies of this and all other ICC Resolutions 
adopted at the recent Assembly. 

Resolution 92-06 specifically addresses the right to self-
determination and the political, economic, social, cultural and 
spiritual dimensions of this right, and the integral right to 
lands, territories and resources. The Resolution also cites the 
active and aggressive state government opposition to the clear and 
explicit recognition of and respect for the indigenous right to 
self-determination in international forums. 

The resolve clause directs the ICC "to continue in its efforts 
to entrench the right of self-determination in relevant 
international instruments, to assist in efforts to entrench the 
inherent right to self-government in national instruments, and to 
further assist in making self-determination a reality for Inuit 
throughout their homelands and in their communities". 
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Madame Chair, as you and other Members of the Working Group 
know, the position of the ICC has been consistently in support of 
clear and explicit language on the indigenous right of self-
determination . 

Having arrived on Monday only to find the very disturbing 
statements made by Canada and the United States gives me the 
immediate opportunity to begin implementing the resolve clause of 
Resolution 92-06. To a lesser degree, we find the joint statement 
by the Nordic countries, disturbing also. 

As you know, we have been concerned about the lack of state 
government elaboration upon their specific views in this democratic 
forum. We are pleased that these states are engaging in a 
substantive dialogue, however, we are deeply concerned about their 
backward-moving positions. 

Any limitations or qualifications on the indigenous right to 
self-determination, in our view, can only be seen as racial 
discrimination. The state government attempts to include a 
qualifier on the term "peoples" 'in the Declaration is a re-
enactment of the ruthless opposition to the recognition of the 
fundamental right of self-determination demonstrated by certain 
governments during the ILO Convention on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples revision process. 

We further understand that if these governments don't 
succeed in "qualifier" language, that they will seek ah individual 
rights orientation to the text of the Declaration. This would be 
a grave injustice. As the ICC has stated before, the right to 
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self-determination must be applied to all peoples. including 
indigenous peoples, without discrimination. 

In contrast, we are encouraged to hear a number of useful 
government interventions about the indigenous right to self-
determination , in particular, the far-reaching and positive 
contribution made by the government of Australia. 

The Australian contribution is an important step toward 
shortening the distance between indigenous peoples and states in 
this standard-setting process. Such contributions can only assist 
in the fleshing out of the complex legal and political issues 
facing ireJigenous peoples, states and the Working Group itself. 

The Australian proposal raises such a legal issue — we must 
conduct a careful legal analysis of the 1970 Declaration on 
Principles of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations and 
Cooperation Among States in Accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations. It is important to note that this is a twenty-two 
year old document drafted from a strictly state-oriented 
perspective. The drafters did not consider indigenous values and 
rights or the collective dimension of indigenous rights. 

In addition, the ambiguous language "thus possessed of a 
government representing the whole people belonging to the territory 
without distinction as to race, creed or color" is a far too easy 
test for governments to claim that they meet. For example, the 
representatives of the Quebec sepratist movement make the claim 
that they, as a nation, would represent the whole people of the 
territory of Quebec, including the Inuit. Our past and present 
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experience with the Quebec government regarding such a claim leads 
us to believe otherwise. 

Mere "representation" is inconsistent with the principles that 
the ICC and many others have been advocating for, namely the right 
to full and direct participation and the right to consent. 

Issues of this nature, as well as others, call to question, 
the time-frame of the Working Group in its efforts to complete the 
Draft Declaration. We must take time to ensure that we settle upon 
a Draft Declaration that allows for full deliberation of language 
that will be responsive to the diverse conditions and status of 
indigenous peoples worldwide. In this regard, we support the 
statement made collectively by the National Indian Youth Council, 
the Indian Law Resource Center, and the Fourth World Center for the 
Study of Indigenous Law and Politics. 

In conclusion, let me re-state our appreciation to the Chair 
and Members of the Working for their skilled efforts in drafting a 
Universal Declaration that truly responds to the diverse realities 
and conditions facing the world's' indigenous peoples. We are 
encouraged by the overall developments and will continue to provide 
our support and assistance in this important endeavor. Thank you. 
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