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Madame Chairperson, 

On behalf  of  the West Papua Peoples' Front, 1 would like to thank you for  the 
opportunity to address this WGIP at its 14th session. We are here to represent the 
Papuan Peoples in West Papua, the Indigenous Peoples of  the Western part of  the 
Melanesian island of  New Guinea. 

In this brief  Teview I will set out how my people, the West Papuan people, are 
threatened with extinction since the inclusion of  West Papua into the Republic of 
Indonesia in the 60's. By a UN sponsored process West Papua became the 26th 
Province of  Indonesia when a so-called referendum  the "Act of  Free Choice" took 
place. 

Throughout the years, the West Papuans have expressed their discontent and 
frustration  towards the Indonesian Authorities. The gross human rights violations 
committed by Indonesia and the ABRI (Indonesia's military) over the past 34 years, 
have resulted into uprisings by the West Papuan peoples. 

The Copper & Gold mine Freeport McMoran can be taken as one striking example of 
what is happening to the West Papuan peoples. I would like to quote the leader of  the 
Amungme Tribal Council, Mr. Tom Beanal who filed  on May 23,1996, a 6 billion 
dollar suit against Freeport McMoran: 

"These companies have taken over and occupied our land. Even the sacred mountains 
we think of  as our mother have been arbitrarily torn up by them and they have not 
felt  the least bit guilty. 

We have not been silent. We protest and we are angry. But we have been arrested, 
beaten, put into containers...., we have been tortured, even killed. ... Our environment 
has been ruined and our forests  and rivers polluted by waste. The sago forests  which 
serve as our primary food  source have become dry, making it hard for  us to find  food. 
... Gold and copper have been taken by Freeport for  the past 30 years, but what have 
we gotten in return? Only insults, torture, arrests, killings .forced  evictions from  our 
land, impoverishment and alienation from  our own culture." 

Over and over again the West Papuan peoples are being marginalised and their rights 
are violated. In 1995-1996, a couple of  reports have been issued on human rights 
violations caused by the military around the area of  the mine. No real concrete action 
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was undertaken to punish the responsible ones. Only a small percentage of  the local 
people are employed by the company and they get the lesser jobs. Because of  this the 
West Papuan peoples experience frustration  which turns into anger. As a consequence 
riots took place between 10th and 12th March 1996, in Tembagapura and Timika. 
Only then the company started to negotiate with the Amungme people, but they still 
do not take them seriously. It is also in this light that the hostage-taking, that took 
place between January and May 1996, must be seen. This frustration  also comes from 
the fact  that until now, no efforts  have been made by appropriate bodies within the 
UN to take concrete measures to improve or even address the human nghts situation 
in West Papua. 

As long as West Papua is treated as a colonial territory with its indigenous peoples as 
second class citizens, there will be eruptions of  violence which affect  not only 
Indonesia but the broader international community. 

We urge this Working Group as we have done already on several occasions in 
previous years to recommend to the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights to 
monitor the situation in West Papua, which would eventually result in the stationing 
of  a UN Monitoring Mission to investigate the reported human rights violations 
against the indigenous peoples of  West Papua. 

Madame Chairperson, 

This was only a brief  review of  developments. We will submit a more detailed 
presentation to the secretariat of  the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples before 
the end of  this session. 

Thank you Madame Chairperson 
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