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Distinguished Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am Benjamin Turing, General secretary, Chin National Front, Ch inland. This is a 
great privilege for  me to represent the Chin indigenous people, who have been under 
systematic persecution by the despotic rulers of  Burma since 1948. 

First of  all, I would like to mention briefly  the historical background of  Ch inland. 
Before  colonial rule in 1895, Chinland, which is now situated between India, 
Bangladesh and Burma, was an independent country since time immemorial with its 
own administrative system. The colonial rulers ruled Ch inland together India and 
Burma from  British India till 1937. When the British divided administration into two 
parts in 1937, Chinland was ruled together with Burma from  B+rtff  Burma. In order to 
win a quick independence from  the British and to form  the Union Government with the 
Burmese based on equal status, equal footings  and full  internal autonomy of 
administration, the Chin indigenous people signed, with the Burmese and other 
indigenous peoples at Panglong village of  Shan State, the Panglong Agreement on 
February 12, 1947 before  complete independence was granted. 

The first  constitution of  the Union Government drafted  in 1947 was supposed to be a 
federal  system of  government based on the Panglong Agreement, its chapter 10 also 
clearly guarantees the right of  secession of  the indigenous peoples if  they so wished. 
Unfortunately,  U Aungsan, a national independence hero passed away , and his 
successor, U NU, the first  prime minister of  the Union Government of  Burma, 
redrafted  the constitution as a rigid unitary form  of  administrative system and betrayed 
the Panglong Agreement when complete independence was granted on 4th January 
1948 by the British. As a result, there was no full  autonomy of  government. The Chin 
indigenous people lost the political, social and economic rights. 

After  General Newin took power from  U NU on March 2, 1962, he abolished the 
Panglong Agreement and the 1947 constitution. Chinland became colonial copuntry 
ruled by the military regime of  Burma and lost the right to self-determination.  As a 
matter of  fact,  this despotic rule of  the Burmese army drove the country into civil war 
which resulted in problems of  indigenous health today. 

The Chin indigenous peoples whose population is about two million have been 
suffering  because of  severe persecution by the Burmese army since 1962. There are 
only nine hospitals in Chinland for  two million peoples which are controlled by the 
Burmese army since private institutions were nationalised by the Army during 1964-65. 
Since the dictatorship rulers of  the Burmese army spend more than half  of  the national 



budget for  the recruitment of  military strength, medicines and physicians are not always 
available at hospitals. The payment of  the cost of  hospitalisation is very high, and 
therefore,  there is no chance to take treatment from  the hospital for  the indigenous 
people except for  the families  of  the military rulers. 

According to the report of  the Chin Human Rights Organisation dated 19th June, 
1996, 16% of  the population of  the Chin indigenous people have been suffering  Goitre. 
Due to the lack of  Child Care Centre, 20% of  Children fuffers  with Acute Malnutrition. 
The water supply is almost nil at all villages of  Chinland. Therefore,  Chin indigenous 
peoples have died of  malaria, dysentery, and cholera. 

Distinguished Chairperson, 

Since 1988, the pro-democracy uprising led by the university students in Burma all 
over the country, about forty  thousand of  Chin indigenous peoples have fled  to India 
to take refuge  because of  the systematic persecution by the Burmese Army such as 
relocation, forced  labour, unpaid potterage, and the heavy tax collection by the army. 
Unfortunately  the political refugees  are not welcomed by the Indian Government. The 
Untied Nations High Commissioner for  Refugees  in New Delhi, India does not provide 
proper protection for  the refugees  status. Several hungerstikes have occurred in front 
of  the office  of  the United Nations High Commissioner for  Refugees  office  by the Chin 
refugees  in order to win their refugees'  status. Inspite of  granting their demands for 
refugee  status, the Indian police beats them up badly to stop their hungerstikes. They 
were pushed back home. As a result, many of  them were hospitalised. 

Distinguished Chairperson, 

I sincerely request that the United Nations and its agencies especially the World Health 
Organisation consider the physical crises of  the Chin indigenous peoples as soon as 
possible. Thank you. 


