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Madam Chairperson, 

My name is Hkun Okker. I belong to Pa-0 ethnic nationality, one of  the indigenous peoples of 
Burma. But I come here to represent the National Democratic Front, founded  in 1976 and 
comprised of  all the indigenous peoples of  Burma, namely ARAKAN, CHIN, KAREN, 
KARENNI, KAYAN, KACHIN, LAHU, MON, PA-O, PAL AUNG, SHAN and WA. 

Before  1 go into the health problems of  our peoples, I would like to briefly  introduce 46 
years of  our struggle for  the right to self-determination,  because I believe the current health 
problems are only the consequences of  the civil war. One of  our objectives is the establishment 
of  a genuine Federal Union of  Burma, making our claim for  self-determination  within the 
boundary of  the Federal system. However sucessive governments have always denied our 
claim and wrongfully  accused us of  being terrorists, insurgents, or separatist - thus justifying 
their military rule. The successive governments also never recognised that there are indigenous 
peoples in Burma. 

Health condition in Burma can be considered in two parts. One involves condition of 
internally displaced (Forced relocation or uprooted) indigenous peoples beyond the 
international border and the other involves condition of  indigenous peoples who manage to 
escape the international border. The internally displaced indigenous peoples in Burma cannot 
even have the minimum health services because their lives are always at stake, under constant 
dangeT and subject to death at anytime by the Burmese army, who enjoys the' "right to kill". 

Very recently when the world media concentrated only upon the political tensions in Rangoon 
between the National League for  Democracy (NLD) led by Aung San Syu Kyi and the State 
Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), the Burmese army launched an ethnic cleansing 
operation upon Shan and Karenni indigenous peoples. In Shan state, 450 villages were 
uprooted affecting  80,000 indigenous people while in the Karenni state, 96 villagers were 
uprooted affecting  30,000 indigenous peoples. 

Indigenous women are worst sufferers  - during the day they are used as forced  labourers while 
during the night they are forced  into prostitution. The health conditions of  indigenous peoples 
who have become refugees  at the Thai, Bangladesh and China borders are common to all 
refugees  around the world. Many young refugees  become victims of  the booming Thai sex 
industry and many have been infected  by HIV and AIDS. 

In conclusion, Madam Chairperson, on behalf  of  our indigenous peoples from  Burma, I urge 
you and the UN Working Group to intervene in stopping the persecution of  indigenous peoples 
and to restore civil and democratic rights so that the current health problems we face  can be 
Blleviated. We also call for  the passing of  the Draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous 
Peoples without any further  undue delays. 

Thank you. 


