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Implemented. Environmental studies conducted by state-agencies and corporations are 
often subjective in favor of project implementation. 

While the Philippines has relatively strict environmental protection laws and guidelines, 
it mainly remains in paper, and vested interest are given more consideration. 

For example, the penalty to any violation on the environmental compliance certificate is a 
fine of not more than US $ 1,000.00, a meager amount compared to the cost of 
environmental damages. It is then easier for companies to pay the penalty than ensure 
environmental compliance. 

Likewise, companies spend so much money in bribing government officials but refuse to 
pay for compensation and rehabilitation of environmental damages caused by their 
operation or projects. Dismiss these incidents as natural disasters or even an act of God. 
These have been our experience with mining companies in the Cordillera. 

The second point is on the mainstream, western-oriented nature conservation, which in 
many cases do not consider the holistic approach of indigenous peoples to environmental 
management, to include the economic and socio-cultural dimensions as a way oflife. 

For example, the declaration of the Mt. Pulag National Park, a sacred mountain for the 
Ibaloi people, segregated part of the mountain as restricted areas, causing denial of access 
to sustainable source of livelihood by the indigenous communities living in this 
mountain. Instead of strengthening their traditional system of resource management, the 
affected communities have been pushed to market-oriented economic activities and have 
become tour guides and baggage boys of mountain climbers. 

In another area, the tinggians are protesting the enclosure of a certain part of their forest, 
for the protection of monkeys but will cause the denial of resource access and collective 
management by the residents. 

In view of this experience, may I then forward the following recommendations for the 
consideration of the Permanent Forum? 

1. To call for corporate responsibility and accountability to adverse environmental 
impacts of their operation, projects or activities. This shall include compensation and 
rehabilitation of damage commited. 
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