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Information 

Foundation Temereng was founded  on 30 Mai 1994 by Indigenous Peoples from 
the community of  Bigistong, on the east cost of  the Maroni river in Surinam. 

Purposes 

Restore self-confidence  and improve prosperity and welfare  of  the inhabitants of 
the community Temereng. 

The infrastructure  of  Temereng was totally destroyed during the civil war in 
Surinam from  1987 to 1992. A number of  500 Indigenous inhabitants were forced 
to flee  as refugees.  Most of  them to their families  near the border in French 
Guyana. Since 1992 the Indigenous inhabitants returned in small groups to 
rebuild their village with bare hands. Without any facilities  like compensation, in 
complete isolation, without even first  aid and medical assistance for  Indigenous 
Peoples. The school complex was destroyed. The children could not have 
education during this period. The Foundation Temereng Rebuilding took the 
initiative with support of  foreign  NGOs to rebuild the village. 

A representative was appointed to research from  December 1993 till December 
1994 in 22 villages of  Indigenous Peoples, to consult and to provide information 
on project development locally and in Europe. In corporation with the Indigenous 
Council in the Netherlands a number of  projects for  Indigenous Peoples of 
Surinam was proposed and written, for  example a Indigenous housing project for 
Indigenous children in Paramaribo. 

To achieve results for  these projects they are in need of  urgent funding,  like 
materials, medical aid, housing, education, transportation, water installations for 
drinking water and electricity generators to provide the daily life  conditions of  the 
Indigenous Peoples. 
With an elected representative we inform  the Surinam, Dutch, French government 
and the public opinion in Europe and Indigenous NGOs about the situation from 
the Indigenous Peoples of  Temereng. 



We also want to stress to the public opinion internationally about the 300 million 
cubic meters of  cyanide spilled in the Esquibo river in the Guyanas where the 
Indigenous Peoples have been affected  by this pollution of  transnational gold 
mining corporations and transnational timber corporations who causes erosion of 
the forest  and agricultural land and the rivers where the Indigenous Peoples 
basically live from. 

Conclusion : 
Time is running out on our peoples. These activities must be stopped because of 
the danger of  pollution on the environment. 
The estimated 10,000 to 22,000 Indians of  Suriname comprise between 2.5% and 
5% of  the country's population and are the direct descendants of  the indigenous 
peoples inhabiting the area at the time of  European colonisation. Historical and 
archaeological sources show that these peoples were originally very widespread 
and occupied, at one time or another, almost the whole of  the national territory. 
However, conquest, slavery, and introduced diseases have severely reduced their 
numbers and distributions, and today they inhabit only a small part of  their once 
extensive domains. 
It has become customary to distinguish between the coastal Indians, which today 
include the Carinya (Carib) and Lokono (Arawak) and the interior Indians, which 
today include the Trio and Wayana. The Akuriyo Indians, one of  the last groups 
of  hunters and gatherers of  the Guiana Highlands, who used to inhabit the 
highland forests  east of  the Trio, although occasional rumours of  the existence of 
further  isolated Akuriyo bands cannot be entirely discounted. 

In a few  more years there won't be anymore Indigenous Peoples in the Guyanas 
if  these activities continue. 

Madame Chairperson : 
We apply upon the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples and the United 
Nations General Assembly to prevent this genocide from  happening. 
United we stand behind the international Indigenous struggle. 

Sign 
Representative 
Foundation Rebuilding Temereng Surinam 
André A. Labad 
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Member of  the Environment Commission 



Forest Peoples of  Suriname 
Indigenous peoples: 

ARAWAK - Aw 
CAR1B - C 

WAYANA 
TRIO 
(AKURIYO) 

Maroons: 

Djuka - D 
Paramaka 
Aluku 
Saramaka - S 
Matuari - M 
Kwinti 


