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3rd Session of United Nations Permanent Forum on indigenous issues /""X 
May 10-21, 2004 UN Center, New York s. 

Agenda Item: 4 D - HUMAN RIGHTS 
STATEMENT OF THE ASIAN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES CAUCUS 

Presentation made by Joan Carling of Cordillera Peoples Alliance 

Mr Chairperson and members of the Permanent Forum, 

Armed conflicts in territories of indigenous peoples in Nepal, Indonesia, India and 
militarization such as in the Philippines, Burma, Bangladesh and the rest of Asia 
continue to violate our human rights and deprive us of peace, security and genuine 
development. 

The Asia Caucus would like to make the following recommendations for 
consideration of the Forum: 

1. Request the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and other Special 
Procedures of the Commission on Human Rights to give special attention to 
the situation of indigenous peoples caught in armed conflict situations, in 
particular indigenous women, children and youth. 

2. Urge the Forum for International Support for National Reconciliation in 
Burma to ensure full respect for human rights inside Burma including an 
immediate end to violence against indigenous women by the military forces 
and also ensure the inclusion of the National League for Democracy and the 
ethnic nationality groups in the national reconciliation process being 
facilitated by this Forum. 

3. Urge the Secretary General of the United Nations to formulate 
guidelines/policies/principles for inclusion of indigenous peoples in the United 
Nations system so that indigenous peoples could be included and given 
priorities in the preparation of country strategy note, country assistance 
strategy and other programmes of the United Nations agencies at national 
level. 

4. Urge the Regional Commissions of the Economic and Social Council such as 
Economic and Social Commission of the Asia Pacific (ESCAP) to focus on 
indigenous peoples issues; 

5. Urge the appropriate United Nations agencies to develop specific programmes 
for capacity building of indigenous peoples and their organizations to ensure 
enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and pay 
special attention to indigenous women's organizations; 

6. Encourage the participation of national human rights institutions and other 
institutions working on indigenous issues in the session of the Forum; and 
develop mechanism for inclusion of indigenous issues in the work of national 
human rights institutions 

7. Request the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations to undertake a 
study on Accords, Agreements and other Constructive Arrangements between 
States and Indigenous Peoples, especially in Asia, Latin America and Africa 
(this is especially pertinent because the already conducted UN Study on 



Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements by Special 
Rapporteur Miguel Alfonso Martinez not only neglected to give more than 
cursory attention to the situation of indigenous peoples in Asia and Africa, but 
also questioned the indigenous status). 

To the International Labor Organization ( ILO), 
a. Give attention to the human rights violation of migrant indigenous 

workers, especially women 
b. Establish a simple, clear and transparent complaint mechanism 

regarding violations to its conventions 
c. Amend its rules on participation to its international conferences to 

allow the direct participation of indigenous representatives 

Mr. Chairperson and members of the Forum, we are making these recommendations 
with the hope that increasing marginalization of indigenous peoples and violations of 
their human rights and fundamental freedoms in Asia and elsewhere could be 
effectively addressed by inclusion, and not exclusion of indigenous peoples in the 
policies and programmes of the United Nations and its agencies and by increasing the 
capacity of indigenous peoples. 

Thank you. 


