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JOINT SUBMISSION BY THE KI AND THE ALGONQUINS OF BARRIERE LAKE 

 

We are Anishinabek women, mothers, grandmothers, aunties, protectors and 
guardians of our future generations. We represent a people called the Anishinabek 
of Anishinabe Aki, otherwise known as Ontario, Canada. From time immemorial we 
have lived off these lands; we have respected these lands and we have sustained 
ourselves from various areas of the land seasonally, hunting and gathering, using 
our resources in a sustainable manner as our customs saw fit. 
 
As the Anishinabek Nation from the Treaty #3 area, we have Aboriginal rights that 
are entrenched in the Canadian Constitution.  These rights are not being respected 
or honored by the Canadian government. We feel it is a state of emergency for us, 
the Aboriginal people and  the issues we raise cannot be put on hold any longer. We 
are a land-based culture; our rights come from the land. Our people are the victims 
of environmental degradation and environmental racism. We are being criminalized 
for protecting our lands, our culture and our way of life from further devastation. 
 
Anishinabek lands are being polluted by paper mills such as Weyerhauser and 
Abitibibowater in the name of paper and wood fibre. Mercury, acetaldehyde, 
ammonia, arsenic, chlorine dioxide, hydrochloric acid, manganese, methanol, 
phosphorus, and sulphuric acid are some of the chemicals  used to produce paper. 
These highly toxic chemicals are dumped daily into the English Wabigoon River 
System. A mere teaspoon of mercury can poison a 2.2 hectare lake for an entire 
year.  
 
The Dryden Paper Mill, located 200 km’s upriver from our community of Grassy 
Narrows (Asubspeeschoseewagong) has dumped 10 tonnes of mercury into the 
English Wabigoon River system. Our people continue to suffer from the effects from 
the combination of all these chemicals/pollutants. Our children drink, swim and bathe 
in this “toxic soup”.  
 
Across Canada, 125 Indian reservations are located down stream from paper mills. 
90 of them are on the Fraser River in BC. These Indian reservations and the 
Aboriginal people residing in them have first exposure to these deadly chemicals. 
Our elders know that the land and the animals are contaminated but because we are 
a land-based culture, we find it difficult to give up a way of life that we have practiced 
for generations. Aboriginal people continue to live off the land; we eat wild meats 
that are laced with contaminants, pick berries in areas that have been sprayed with 
pesticides and herbicides. 
. 



Our forests are being devastated by clear-cutting at a massive rate. Abitibibowater 
and Weyerhaeuser cut and destroy around 1.2 million trees (or 600,000 cubic meter 
of wood) every year in the Whiskey Jack forest. The Whiskey Jack forest is a term 
used by Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), but it is actually the traditional territory 
of the Anishinaabek. Abitibibowater’s management plans include clear-cuts as large 
as 10,000 hectares. Independent research shows that some traplines such as 
Andrew Keewatin’s, have had 75% of their area already cut, and they are still cutting 
more. Protests against further environmental devastation has resulted in many 
Aboriginal people being charged and jailed for protecting our land. 
 
Anishinaabe trappers and hunters are not immune. Roberta Keesick is recognized 
by Canada as a status Indian, but is Anishinaabe. She is a hunter and trapper in our 
traditional territoy and she has been charged by the (MNR) for building a cabin in our 
ancestral lands.  In the recent past our people roamed the land freely, built cabins 
and lived without restraint. Now in the past few years Anishinabek are being treated 
with extreme prejudice. We have become strangers in our own lands and territories, 
and are being charged according to the Canadian government laws. 
 
When our young people spoke out and did direct action, they were charged. Bonnie 
and Chrissy Swain  were charged for blocking a logging road during a  
demonstration to raise awareness in 2006.  
 
We have made attempts to voice our concerns through the Forest Management Plan 
of Abitibi with no success. Our concerns were never addressed and it was misused 
as part of their consultation process. 
 
The newest threat to our people is the mineral and rock mining that is being carried 
out with further "development" proposed on our traditional territory. 
 
We feel that this may be our one and only chance to make a statement in an 
international forum, to have our voices heard indiscriminately without the threat of 
persecution and prosecution. We are appealing to the Nations to help us find justice 
and fairness in the treatment our people; to ask for the right to protect our 
homelands and our environment for the health and safety of our children and future 
generations.  
We want: 

• to practice our traditional ways of life unhindered by the effects of pollution 
and resource extraction.  

•    to sustain ourselves with resources that are not contaminated by a 
combination of deadly chemicals.  

•   Anishinabek to have the right to protect our lands and our environment 
without being prosecuted. 

•   all current fines and  charges against the Anishinabek protecting the land be 
dropped immediately 

  and that the Aubpeeschoseewagong Morotorium on all logging and Resouce 
Extraction be Upheld  



From time immemorial the Asubspeeschosewagong Anishinabek have occupied and 
cherished our land. It is integral to our identity and existence as a people. What the 
creator gave to the Anishnaabe only the creator can take away. 
 
Miigwetch. 
 
 


