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Part I. Links between Disaster Risk Reduction & Human 
Rights with focus on indigenous peoples (5-7 minutes)

Indigenous Peoples in the Philippines comprise 12 to 15 million of
the Philippine population and live in remote areas of  the country
where natural resources are rich and plentiful. We inhabit more than
five million hectares of ancestral lands of the country’s total land
mass  of  30  million  hectares.  We  are  composed  of  110  ethno-
linguistic groups and are located in 50 of the country’s 78 provinces.

Disaster  Risk  Reduction  is  being  addressed  by  indigenous
communities in the context of 17 to 19 typhoons that hit the country
annually  and  numerous  large-scale  mining  operations  that
transgressed into our lands.  A typhoon upsurge has as much the
same effects of  large scale mining including destruction of  major
sources of food, massive landslides, community displacement and
forced evacuation. Both natural and man-made calamities pose the
largest  threat  to  the  survival  of  indigenous  peoples  in  the
Philippines.   

Effective Disaster Risk Reduction depends on the protection of our
knowledge systems and the ancestral lands in which we thrive and
persist.  This  is  because  we  have  been  practicing  risk  reduction
under  our  indigenous  traditional  resource  management  systems.
Since  our  knowledge  and  practices  evolved  from  centuries  of
coming to terms with the rough environment, we have learned to
equate such systems with LIFE-PRINCIPLES.  Our Life-principle is that
life  is  not  only  satisfactory  when  food  is  available,  adequate,
accessible and acceptable to indigenous peoples, but rather when
we  have  access  to  and  control  over  our  land  and  resources.
Therefore, Disaster Risk Reduction cannot be understood in isolation
with  indigenous peoples’  traditional  governance systems and our
inherent right to protect our knowledge systems. 

DRR  is  expressed  in  terms  of  natural  resource  management.
Specifically,  the  “batangan”  and  “muyong”  systems  of  forest
protection  among  the  Kankanaey and  Ifugao tribe  are
sophisticated practices of the science of hydraulics in the mountain
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regions of Northern Philippines.  Biodiversity in these two areas is
high and contribute in locking up mankind’s growing carbon dioxide
emissions  from  coal  and  gas.   As  a  planning  tool,  traditional
resource management includes rituals  that  bring people together
like  feasts  for  bountiful  harvest.  Here,  plans  and  activities  are
outlined and rules are drawn.   In  two disaster-stricken areas,  we
have conducted planning workshops that integrate socio-economic
concerns  of  health,  livelihood,  cultural  values  and  community
organization with disaster preparedness.  This is the same method
we do when we identify,  demarcate,  map,  make an inventory  of
resources  and  declare  our  traditional  territories  as  community
conserved areas. 

These self-determined plans should  not  be divorced from Human
Rights because they enhance our traditional governance systems as
our only means of defense against natural or man-made disasters.
Ultimately, indigenous peoples can become a driving force not only
against climate change but for peace and national development. 

Nation-states are bound by international human rights instruments
they are signatory to. It is beneficial to nation-states and the world
at  large  when  indigenous  peoples  rights  to  their  land  and  self-
determination  are  asserted  and  defended.  After  all,  indigenous
peoples’  forests  are  the  planet’s  remaining  epicenters  of  climate
change mitigation and resiliency. 

PART II.  (With Powerpoint) Indigenous Peoples’ 
Participation in disaster risk reduction, prevention and 
preparedness initiatives (5-7 minutes)

Slide 1.

Indigenous peoples’ participation is central to human rights 
perspective because it is anchored as human rights in international 
treaties as precondition for self-determined life in dignity.

In areas where we conducted preparedness initiatives, we facilitate 
community mapping where the extents of territory and boundaries 
are identified using traditional boundary identification.  The 
construction of community 3D map is an outcome and a translation 
from people’s knowledge into its physical dimension. This is then 
used for land use planning.  

Slide 2

Participatory Inventory of the Community’s Resources follow in order
to determine the state of health of forests.  Elders, women, men and
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youth identify tree species in their traditional names. Trees and 
plants are listed down through systematic blocking and plotting 
method.  In the process of listing, the carbon content of trees found 
within blocks and plots are measured. 

Along with the 3D map, the results of inventory are then subjected 
to community conservation planning.   

Slides 3-7

Participatory planning workshop, community members construct 3D
map,  identifications  of  hazardous  areas.  These  areas  are  then
translated into thematic maps showing:

- Landcover  map
- Landslide susceptibility map
- Flood susceptibility map
- Erosion susceptibility map
- Fault lines map

 
These  hazard  maps  are  associated  or  “cross-checked”  vis-à-vis
settlement areas, hunting grounds and crop production. 

Apart from mapping and resource inventory, we have created 
community disaster response teams in each of the 13 islands of the 
Calamian Group of Islands among Tagbanua peoples and 6 among 
Ikalahans of the Caraballo Mountain range. These disaster response 
teams then formed a disaster response committee that is 
incorporated in their respective organizational structure, the 
functions  of which is to serve as organizational arm in ensuring that
disaster management formulation, training and implementation is 
participatory and human rights-based.  
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