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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 1 would like to take this opportunity to share our 
evaluation of the Decade. I am speaking on behalf of Tebtebba and the Asian Indigenous 
Women's Network. If we [ook at the awareness of the international community of 
indigenous peoples ten years back we can say the level is very low. Even if there had 
been struggles of resistance waged by indigenous peoples in the countries where they are 
found not much of these are known. Through the years, however, especially with our 
increasing participation in the internationai arena, our visibility has considerably 
increased. This is one c f the achievements of the Decade and the Working Group has 
definitely contributed to this. The simple process of accreditation adopted by the 
Working Group, together with the availability of funds from the Voluntary Fund for 
Indigenous Populations and other funds like the Human Rights Funds of the NGOs has 
expanded the participacion of indigenous peoples in the various UN bodies dealing with 
indigenous peoples. 

Aside from the increase in our visibility we were able to enhance our skills in 
participating in debate:; taking place in the international arena, talking about our own 
situations and evolving the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The 
Draft Declaration is the only draft which has been crafted with an active participation 
from the rights-holders themselves. The process taking place in the Working Group on 
the Draft Declaration has been very frustrating for indigenous peoples, however. The 
adoption of only 2 articles is a disgraceful record to speak of. Governments and 
indigenous peoples should endeavour to work harder in the coming session of the 
Working Group on the Draft to ensure that 4 to 6 articles are adopted, at the least. 
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With regards to the Voluntary Fund for the Decade, it must be said, that in spite of 
the very small amount of money put into this fund, its impact in terms of helping 
indigenous peoples build their capacities to run their organizations, to do development 
work, to undertake education and training activities cannot be underestimated. The 
possibilities which have been created due to the small support from the UN to indigenous 
peoples are tremendous. Now there are indigenous organizations who do not have to reiy 
on the UN funds anymore as their work has been recognized by other donor bodies and 
they can go directly to ask for resources from these. This does not in any way indicate 
that the UN funds are not that important anymore. In fact, because of the success of many 
projects which received funding from the Voluntary Fund the more that there should be 
more resources made available. 

There are also gains in the level of policy making and legislations which protect 
and promote indigenous peoples' rights. In the Philippines, it was within the Decade that 
we got the government to finally pass the Indigenous Peoples' Rights Act of 1997. This is 
a direct result of the experience gained by indigenous peoples in the Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations. Several indigenous peoples in the Philippines have been 
consistently attending the WGIP and thus it can be said they participated in crafting the 
Draft Declaration, When this Declaration was adopted by the Sub-Commission it was 
used as a framework to lobby for a national law in the country. Thus when you see the 
law it is a virtual mirror image of the Draft Declaration. Of course there are still many 
problems with the law, in terms of its substance and its implementation. For instance, it 
still does not negate the Regalian Doctrine of the Philippine Constitution which says all 
public lands are owned by the State. Many indigenous peoples' ancestral lands were 
declared public lands because they did register these as their private properties with titles. 
Nevertheless, the law recognizes the ancestral land rights of indigenous peoples and it 
even has a provision on free, prior, informed consent. 

There are also many countries who passed their national laws and policies on 
indigenous peoples. We can cite Bolivia, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador. Argentina, among 
others. Several intergovernmental bodies like international financial institutions (World 
Bank and the Asian Development Banks) have passed policies on indigenous peoples. 
Unfortunately, the World Bank is watering down its original policy. Developed country 
governments created indigenous peoples' policies for their donor bodies. So we have the 
EU Policy on Indigenous Peoples and Development Cooperation. Denmark and the 
Netherlands have an indigenous peoples ' policy. The Organization of American States is 
also drafting a declaration on indigenous peoples' rights. So, altogether, we can say that 
the Decade did achieve some of its objectives. We now have the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues, which was one of its goals. 

However, we should not rest our laurels because there is still much more to do. 
Because of globalization and increasing unilateralism within the UN, indigenous peoples' 
problems are compounding. Those who are resisting the entry of extractive industries into 
their communities are now being branded as terrorists. Political dissent is equated with 
terrorism and there are indigenous peoples being arbitrarily arrested, killed, tortured and 
raped. Development aggression is increasing all over the world. The last frontiers of 



primary resources are found in indigenous peoples' lands and corporations cannot wait to 
get their hands on these, even if they have to violate the rights of indigenous peoples. 

Therefore, it is important to have a second decade for indigenous peoples. We 
strongly support the proposal that a second decade be established immediately even 
before this first decade ends. We do not see any reason why it is so difficult to declare a 
second decade when many UN decades, like the Women's Decade, Decade on Racism, 
etc, had their 2 n d , 3 r d and 4 t h decades already. Is it because governments are not happy 
with the increased capacities of indigenous peoples to assert their rights? The historical 
wrongs done on indigenous peoples all over the world is more than enough reason for the 
UN to declare a second, third and fourth decade for indigenous peoples.These are not 
enough to pay for the grave injustice committed against our ancestors and the present and 
future generations. 

It is also important to make a substantial report on the evaluation of the first 
decade. There should be an international conference which will assess the first decade 
and plan for the programme for the second decade. 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson. 


