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Thank you Mr Chairperson. On behalf of the Asian Indigenous Caucus, [ wish to present 
our observations on the celebration of the IP decade and our recommendations 

1. The implementation of the program of action of the IP decade has certainly raised 
the profile of indigenous peoples at the international level, and has thereby 
opened up more space for indigenous peoples from national, regional and 
international mechanisms. One of this is the establishment of the United Nations 
Permanent Forum for indigenous issues of which indigenous experts are given 
equal seat with governments and that more attention, support and cooperation of 
UN agencies in relation to indigenous peoples issues is now becoming visible. 

2. The Voluntary fund for indigenous populations and the fund for the Indigenous 
peoples Decade has made significant and strategic impacts in terms of greater and 
wider participation of indigenous peoples in UN mechanisms in relation to 
indigenous peoples, and in capacity building, networking, and advocacy work 
from the grassroots level to international level. We wish to underscore the 
invaluable contribution of the voluntary fund for the IP decade as being accessible 
to grassroots IP organizations, small in amount but with high impact. These can 
be seen from the experience of IP organizations in India, Bangladesh and the 
Philippines, among others. 

3. One of the objectives of the Decade is the declaration on the rights of indigenous 
peoples, which, unfortunately remains controversial as some governments 
continue to refuse substantial elements of the inherent rights of indigenous 
peoples. This is one major concern for indigenous peoples in Asia, especially in 
the light of the continuing denial and systematic violations by some governments 
on the individual and collective rights of indigenous peoples is worsening. It is 
then critical for us that the declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples be 
given an urgent attention for its immediate approval in less than 3 years. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. In order to build on the gains of the decade, we then strongly recommend another 
decade for indigenous peoples to be immediately declared on or before the end of 
the vear. We then appeal to Asian governments to support the request for another 
decade, and to commit themselves to also support its program of action. 



2. That the program of action of the second decade should include promoting 
partnerships at the national and regional levels, activities with strategic impacts in 
capacity building for the promotion and protection of indigenous peoples rights 

3. For the UN Voluntary fund for the IP decade to continue and contributions from 
governments and private institutions should be increased. Further, to explore the 
possibility of setting up a fund for indigenous peoples as part of the second 
decade, in order to significantly and strategically increase the needed support, 
especially by grassroots IP communities and organizations al! over the world. 

4. We understand that though the IP decade is almost over there has been no 
decision regarding the approval of a second decade. We feei that this should not 
affect the continuation of the work of the WGIP. Though many themes have been 
discussed, "'militarisation in IPs territories that threatens survival of IP has not 
been addressed in the WGIP during the IP decade. Therefore we strongly 
recommend that the above mentioned theme should be addressed in future WGIP 
meeting as soon as possible, preferably in 2005. 

Thank you. 


