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Mr Chairman, we note that the International Decade of the World's Indigenous Peoples is almost 
completed. We are fortunate to have available the advance draft report of the Secretary General on 
the review of the decade (E/2004/82) and we can see from that report the important results of this 
instrument, to bring attention and focus to the many issues facing Indigenous Peoples everywhere. 

We agree with the assessments in the review report, and highlight that the review found significant 
progress within the United Nations and international community. It is unfortunate but gratifying 
that the review also realised that States have been less forthcoming during the Decade to implement 
or abide by the Program of Action. The report states: 

'A further challenge relates to the implementation by States ... This constitutes the real test of the 
Decade for if there have been few or no measurable improvements in the living conditions of 
indigenous peoples in many communities, the work of the ten years may be deemed incomplete. 
This means the UN may need to review with Governments and indigenous peoples the way in 
which indigenous issues have been addressed in country programmes, looking at how indigenous 
priorities are incorporated into national and regional strategies, promoting a human and indigenous 
rights-based development, and strengthening inter-agency cooperation around common goals that 
have been identified and endorsed by all partners [sic] in the development process." 

[para 67 . E /2004/82! 

Mr Chairman, we believe it is you wishes that we do not waste valuable work time explaining the 
history of our experiences, and that we come to the point of how to progress. In accordance wirh 
those wishes we wish to simply state, in the situation of Australia, the relationship between the 
national government and Indigenous Peoples has so rapidly deteriorated, and the balance shifted to 
racist domination and punitive actions, and the capacity to improve living conditions so diminished, 
that Australia, as one government, has failed to meet the Secretary General's test on measurable 
improvements. I trust the members of the Working Group do not require further evidence on these 
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Thank you. 

points but will be happy to provide them to the secretariat upon request, perhaps in the form of 
official human rights reports by the National Human Rights institution. 

We state, most emphatically, that there must be a second Decade on the World's Indigenous 
Peoples because the progress made during the first decade is not sufficient to allow attention to be 
diverted from the most important of issues - our livelihood, security and capacity to improve and 
develop as Indigenous Peoples OUT THERE, where our daily existence is continuing as a struggle 
for survival. It is our view, and this is also clearly the assessment of the review, that the gains made 
during this decade are not by any means sufficient for us to be satisfied of ongoing progress. 

It is not fanciful to suggest that most Indigenous Peoples remain unaware that the Decade has 
occurred and have not seen any evidence of the programme of actions. 

To reiterate this point. Mr Chairman, the ten-year stagnation of the Draft Declaration, the creation 
of the Permanent Forum and the appointment of the Special Rapporteur, are all only the very initial 
stages of any improvement in our situations. How long will States, like Australia, defer efforts to 
implement the many, many international agendas, programs of actions and human rights goals in 
their own countries? 

We note, Mr Chairman, that the last session of the Commission on Human Rights averted the call 
for a second decade on human rights education by deciding to support a programme of action on 
human rights education instead. We cannot support a similar approach in our situation. We need a 
second Decade on the World's Indigenous Peoples, and we need to ensure that the Decade is 
adequately promoted and supported around the world. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

To give some guarantee of implementation of the Programme of Action in a second decade my 
organisation advocates that a Board of Management, for the Programme of Action, needs to be 
established, with the maximum participation by Indigenous persons. We are generally satisfied 
with the programme in its existing form. 

In a second decade there must be more resources available through the Voluntary Fund, and we 
hold a very real EXPECTATION that all of the 70 States who have Indigenous populations living 
in their boundaries would contribute to that fund throughout the decade. We have proposed in a 
separate intervention that the two voluntary funds be combined. 

We further propose that the Board of Managements for the Voluntary Fund also be the Board of 
Management for the Second International Decade. 

You will be please to note. Mr Chairman, that we have already made these recommendations to the 
Commission on Human Rights, at the last session, and we await any ECOSOC decision during their 
current sitting in New York. We hope the Working Group will be able to encapsulate in the report, 
from this session and agenda item, the expectations of Indigenous Peoples for a second and 
successful decade. 


