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Mr. Chairman: 

We would like to make a brief intervention on the UN Decade on Indigenous People. 
In the late 1980's, we were pushing for an international year for Indigenous Peoples to 
coincide with the 500 years of the colonization of the Americas. Due to the extensive 
lobbying by many states including the United States of America, Spain and the Holy 
See that the international year not be in 1992 but rather 1993 so as to not draw 
attention to the issue of colonization of the Americas. The year was strongly rejected 
by Indigenous Peoples which was a backhanded slap to the Indigenous Peoples by 
being in the wrong year and using the term: people rather than peoples. Indigenous 
Peoples pushed for a decade for the UN and state governments to begin an education 
process on the rights of Indigenous Peoples. What has happened in ten years? The 
better questions should be: what did not happen? 

At the international level - the educational process was not undertaken. As usual, 
there was a lack of funds to do much of the work. Without institutional support - what 
can be done? 

Indigenous Peoples developed a plan of action for the decade. Our plan was not 
accepted by the United Nations. If you compare the Indigenous Peoples' view and the 
plan undertaken during the decade, the differences will be glaring. 

The one big thing that the states were to deliver on was the adoption of the 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This has not happened and does not 
appear to close to adoption its present form. The states have used these ten years to 
try grind down the Indigenous Peoples rather than lifting them up and educating the 
world about the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Within the state, let me use Canada as an example. In our work plan for the decade, 
we called upon state governments to establish domestic committees to promote the 
Decade. There was nothing done in Canada. Actually, I cannot think of any 
government that took on this suggestion. When it was the international year for old 
people, Canada appointed two people to co-chair who were eminent people within the 
state. There were conferences on the rights of old people, regional meetings and 
workshop. For the decade, there was nothing. There was no calendar, no stamp 
nothing. It is the usual treatment of Indigenous Peoples for the last five hundred and 
ten years. 



If there is going to be another decade, it should start immediately with an aggressive 
program of action which will have goals and objectives to promote the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous Peoples ideas should be incorporated into the UN 
action plan unlike the previous decade. The next decade should be outward looking 
rather than concentrating on Indigenous people and our problems. Let us look at the 
international legal norms on dispossession, non enforcement of treaties and a dispute 
resolution mechanism for Indigenous Peoples at the international level to prevent 
disputes. Indigenous laws should become a part of international texts and the part of 
the lexicon of the international community which we are only one part. In the words 
of Oren Lyons: the United Nations represents only one part of the circle. Who speaks 
for the eagle? Who speaks for the com? Who speaks for water and the land? 
Indigenous Peoples have a responsibility to all these elements and not just the 
human—all mankind can benefit from our advise and guideline in the next decade.> 
Thank-you 


