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Madame Chairperson and Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 
Distinguesed Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Allowe me briefly to highlight the key recommendation based on the findings of . 
the Mission concering Bolivia. 

Concerning matter of Free, Prior and Informed Consent we recommend: 

1. The three branches of the government of Bolivia (Executive, Legislative 
and Judicial), as well as the Ombudsman Office, departmental governments 
and all other autonomous governments to be established, must take full 
responsibility for ending practices of forced labor and should consult and 
cooperate with indigenous peoples to institute plans of action to end forced 
labor practices and discrimination against indigenous peoples. 

2. All State institutions must ensure that departmental policies do not support ' • ''°™3**^''l'='':'"<^t= ^nd Numbering 

or conceal in any manner forced labour practices, and that all departmental _ , 
policies are implemented with the free, prior and informed consent of the 
indigenous peoples affected in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution. 

Conerning the matter of Institutional Strengthening we recommende: 

Governance in the Chaco Region 

3. In accordance with its constitutional powers, the Government of Bolivia 
must ensure the adequate presence of the State institutions in the zones 
affected by forced labour and child labour practices, including through 
strengthening the presence of the Ombudsman and all Public Ministries. 
This includes increasing the number of well-trained technical persons, 
including Guarani peoples, under the various Ministries, ensuring that 
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Concering Financing we recommende: 

public services are provided to indigenous communities, and ensuring 
adequate budgetary allocations on a sustained basis. 

Labor Issues 

4. The Government of Bolivia must provide sufficient resources the Ministry -
of Labor, Employment and Social Security to carry out adequate and timely 
labor investigations within the Chaco region. Labor Inspectors should 
receive training on human rights, including labor rights, women's rights, 
children's rights and the human rights of indigenous peoples. UN agencies 
in Bolivia should offer technical support and training in this regard. 

5. The Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Security of Bolivia must 
ensure the integrity of labor inspectors through the enforcement of strict 
oversight mechanisms pertaining to conflict of interest and also ensure that 
the authorities of the Departments of Chuquisaca, Santa Cruz and Tarija 
guarantee the safety of labor inspectors and their free access to all lands. 

Law Enforcement: Police, Prosecutors and Judges 

The Justice System must be strengthened so that the rule of law will persist in the 
Chaco region, including through the following measures: 

6. The Government of Bolivia and the authorities of the Departments of 
Chuquisaca, Santa Cruz and Tarija must also ensure the right of free 
movement and association of indigenous peoples, including by 
guaranteeing their free movement on access roads between communities. 
These authorities must respect the future autonomy of the Guarani peoples, 
including their organizational structures, and should not promote the 
creation of parallel organizations or encourage conflict with discriminatory 
promises of aid and development projects. 

7. The Government of Bolivia must ensure that members of the armed forces, 
police, prosecutors and judges in the Chaco region are provided training on 
human rights, including labor rights, women's rights, children's rights and 
the human rights of indigenous peoples. 

8. Prosecutors should vigorously and without undue delay prosecute cases of 
human rights abuses against Guarani peoples and their defenders, and 
should be sufficiently resourced to ensure that the cases are treated with the 

.appropriate priority and processed without undue delay. 
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9. The Congress and Government of BoHvia must ensure adequate public 
funding to implement all recommendations contained in this report, 
especially with regard to the Minister of Labour, Employment and Social 
Security, the Institute for Agrarian Reform (FNRA) and the various 
development programes and projects required to ensure successful 
development of the Guarani people, starting with the Interministerial 
Guarani Transition Plan (PIT). 

Concering the Land Reform we recommende: 

10.The Permanent Forum considers the Programme for the Re-constitution of 
the Territory of the Guarani Nation of fundamental importance, and a good 
example of an effective application of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. UN Agencies such as FAO and the World Bank should 
provide, as requested by indigenous peoples, support and finance to the 
Government of Bolivia in this regard. 

Concerning the Inter-ministerial Transition Plan for the Guarani Peoples 
(PIT), Contingency Plans and Food Security we recommende: 

LLThe PIT must be refocused to resolve urgently the current food crisis ' i Formatted; Buiiets and Numbering 

affecting Guarani communities in the Chaco region. These Ministries can 
seek help from relevant UN agencies and technical and financial assistance. 

Concerning Development we recommende 

12.The Government of Bolivia, the prefectures of the relevant Departments 
and the United Nations should support capacity development to strengthen 
and develop Guarani Institutions and leadership. While carrying out land 
reform, the Government of Bolivia must provide intensive support and 
training for at least the first five years while the establishment of key 
infrastructure, including Guarani schools, health services, roads, housing 
and secure access to water, takes place 

Concering Regional Cooperation and Cross-Border Strategies we 
recommende: 
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13.The Governments of Paraguay and Bolivia should cooperate and share 
promising practices with regard to the elimination of forced labor of 
indigenous peoples in the Chaco regions of each country. The development 
of a cross-border program for the protection of indigenous peoples of the 
Chaco region should be considered, with adequate financing. 

14.Considering that the historical lands of the Guarani peoples are divided 
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between Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil and Paraguay, policies and efforts in 
favor of the Guarani People should be designed within MERCOSUR.and 
the Andean Community of Nations. 

Concering Additional Foliow-Up for the United Nations we reommende: 

15.The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues must formulate a follow up 
strategy in collaboration with the UN Country Team in Bolivia and 
particularly with the Office of the High Commission for Human Rights 
with the goal of promoting the human rights of indigenous peoples 
generally. This is particularly urgent as, given the coming elections, conflict 
and tension are only likely to grow and the Guarani peoples are vulnerable 
in any situation of conflict over patrimony rights. 

16.UN agencies in Bolivia should, as a matter of urgency, coordinate their 
efforts with regard to the situation of indigenous peoples' in the lowlands of 
Bolivia to assist in protecting their human rights in the face of the 
harassment to which they are subjected. 


