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Indigenous Women's Caucus Statement 
Sixth Session - United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

May 17, 2007 
Agenda Item 4. (a): Implementation of recommendations on the six mandated areas 

of thePermanent Forum and on the Millennium Development Goals: Economic 
and social development 

Good morning, Madam Chair. Since this is the first time I'm taking the floor, I'd like to ~ \ 
congratulate you on your re-election as Chairperson. Q ̂  k ^ i , \ £- $\ YW IUJ U•, ^^ ^ ^ 

Economic and social development is a critical concern for Inc hgenous women and their 
families, and is particularly important in the context of this year's special theme of 
territories, lands and natural resources. In order to fully promote economic and social 
development, the right to self-determination of Indigenous Peoples must be recognized 

Specifically, Indigenous Peoples must have the right "to maintain and develop their 
political, economic and social systems or institutions, to be secure in the enjoyment of 
their own means of subsistence and development, and to engage freely in all their 
traditional and other economic activities" as provided for under Article 20 (1) of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Article 21 (1) provides for the right to 
improvement of social and economic conditions without discrimination and 21(2) 
provides for effective measures aimed at economic and social improvements, with 
particular attention to "the rights and special needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, 
children and persons with disabilities." 

Sustainable development that is based on self-determination and free, prior and informed 
consent must be achieved by Indigenous Peoples and must include the equal participation 
of Indigenous women. Unfortunately, there are far too many examples of sustainable 
practices of Indigenous Peoples thwarted by transnational corporations leading to 
environmental degradation and consequential harms to Indigenous communities. 
Indigenous women are the first to feel these effects in terms of reproductive health and an 
inability to provide the basic human needs for their children and families. 

There are^etferal provisions,contained v^ilinnlheUNDeclaration on the Rights of _ > ^ 
Indigenous Peoples that-lfphold the rights«n€cessary to support sust^inflttelJeVelopment 
apdiree, prior apddnformed cons^rrffn relation to developrnenfaflndigenous Peoples' 
territories, lands and resources; 

Articles 3, 5 17, 20, 21 in referencing economic, social and cultural development % 
emphasize that self-determination and free, prior and informed consent is critical to 
making improvement to the social and economic development of Indigenous Peoples. 
Self-determination of Indigenous Peoples must be respected, protected and fulfilled in 
order for Indigenous Peoples to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural 
development, as provided for under Article 3 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. 



Therefore it is recommended that such efforts by states, UN agencies and Indigenous 
Peoples include the equal participation and representation of Indigenous women to ensure 
that their particular needs, rights and views are taken into account in matters of economic 
and social development. 

It is further recommended that all efforts be made to prevent current transnational 
corporations' development of Indigenous' Peoples territories, lands and'Tesources that are 
done in violation of these rights, particularly the right to free, prior and informed consent. 
Effective remedies and mechanisms of redress must be implemented and enforced where 
such activities have already caused harm. 

In conclusion, we urge the states to support the immediate adoption of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as adopted by the UN Human Rights 
Council. 

Thank you. 


