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Mr. Chairman, 
 
1. For too long, Indigenous Peoples have been - and still are in many parts of the Indigenous 
world - at the outskirt of growing national economies. 
 
2. National economic indicators are strikingly conclusive that we must act on this matter 
concerning Indigenous economic and social development. 
 
3. Furthermore, a growing integration of international economies will have in the future a 
decisive impact on the economic and social rights of the Indigenous Peoples. 
 
4. For these reasons, we believe that 

9 increased and direct participation of Indigenous Peoples in the development of their 
natural resources in their traditional lands; 

10 increased access and participation of Indigenous Peoples in national economies; 
11 and a better partnership between Indigenous Peoples and the private sector; 

are all ingredients in the realization of financial autonomy for Indigenous Peoples. 
 

5. Mr. Chairman, financial autonomy for Indigenous Peoples give to Indigenous Peoples the 
tools to establish their own priorities in social and economic matters, especially priorities that 
are aimed to respond to the needs of Indigenous children. 
 
6. The Innu Healing Fund (http://www.innuhealingfoundation.org/) is a striking example of a 
market-tested partnership between an Indigenous group and the private and public sectors that 
have allowed the Innu to establish their own priorities especially in regard to Innu Children. 
The Innu Healing Foundation is a new organization created to manage an alliance of business, 
institutions, governments, communities and individuals to work with the Innu Nation on a 
number of healing strategies, including an important fund raising campaign. The Foundation 
has been granted charitable status by the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency. Her 
Excellency, the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, Governor General of Canada is the 
Foundation's Patron. 
 
7. However, a lot remains to be achieved. The Innu Council believes that 
an improved partnership between Indigenous Peoples and the private sector and the national 
economic agents is needed. 
 



8. It is, therefore, with satisfaction that we note recommendation number 7, paragraph 
54, of the Second report of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and I quote: “ 
The Forum invites the secretariat of the World Trade organization to its third session for 
an exchange of views on important issues of common interest.” End of quote. 
 
9. The Innu Council believes that this important and decisive player in Indigenous 
economies has to establish an interactive dialogue with Indigenous Peoples and 
organizations. I appeal on the members of this Working Group on Indigenous Peoples to 
support the recommendation formulated by the Permanent Forum.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Delivered by 
Me Armand McKenzie, LL.L. 
(www.innu.ca) 
 
 
 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 
The Working Group invites the secretariat of the World Trade organization 
to its 22nd session for an exchange of views on important issues of common 
interest.”  
 
 
 
Le Groupe de Travail sur les populations autochtones invite le Secrétariat 
de l’Organisation Mondiale du Commerce à sa 22e session pour une échange 
de vue sur des enjeux importants et d’intérêts commun. 


